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The Plight

Freedom. What does it mean and where does it come from?
Certainly there are many forms of freedom which exist on many
levels. When one person has a desire to be free, what circumstances
must exist to drive that longing? A single human wishing for
freedom might be considered the 'bottom of the food-chain' on the
grand scale of liberty, but a single mind can become the germination
for all actions toward that goal. In the case of a population, can
freedom be such a difficult prize if millions of people clamor for it?
As for nations, is freedom an ideology or a bargaining chip on the
table of world affairs, or both? In theory, never having known
freedom might lessen one' s burning desire to attain it, but such is
seldom the case. I think people who once enjoyed freedom but
subsequently had it taken away could most readily attest to the sweet
taste of liberty and the bitter pill of oppression. The plight of the
Irish is one such example, and the voyage of Ireland from freedom to
oppression and back is the foundation of this study.

3

In general, an occupied nation must succeed in revolt and
overthrow the interloping government to become free. If victorious,
the subject nation obtains its freedom and history tends to labels this
process as 'gaining independence,' although not always to the same
degree. Attempts at winning independence have been described in a
variety of terms; revolutions, rebellions, uprisings, insurgencies,
coups or even mutinies, but nearly all of them imply an armed
altercation with a sitting government. Is it possible to oust a foreign
government by means other than armed insurrection? I believe that it
is not only possible, but that this was the means Ireland used to win
its independence from England. The Irish people are free today
because of a large scale ' silent' rebellion which was both bracketed
and punctuated by armed conflict.
This silent rebellion is rooted in the perpetual English persecution
of the Irish, resulting in the populace abandoning the aggrieved Irish
territories for freedom abroad. All of the victims of the English
maltreatment had one of three traits in common; they were Irish by
birth, poor by standing, and Catholic. The flight of the persecuted left
the England Parliament with little desire for continuous rule of
Ireland absent the subjugation of the native Irish.

4

To support this theory an examination of Irish history, English
imperialism and revolutionary theory is required. The natural place to
begin is with Irish history and how England came to be the oppressor
0

of all things Irish.
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Map of Ireland drawn by Shalom Schotten

Maire & Conor O'Brien, A Concise History ofIreland (New York: Beekman
House, 1972) 164.
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Paradise Lost

There is no need to delve into prehistoric Ireland, except to say
that the island was connected to England by land bridge until
approximately 7000 B.C. allowing the first humans to settle on the
land before it became an island. 1 The Gaels arrived in Ireland as one
of two groups of Celts settling in the British Isles.

2

For nearly a

thousand years, from 500 BC to 432 CE the Celtic culture was
prevalent in Ireland. After 432, Christianity flourished and became
the primary religion of the island, based mainly on the evangelization
of St. Patrick. 3 We will see how the modern history of Ireland
becomes entwined solidly with the motives of the Catholic Church.
Ireland was governed by clan leaders and monastic learning grew for
several centuries until the Vikings arrived in the late eighth century. 4
The Viking kings were local rulers, and held local power until the end
of the tenth century when the native Irish clans began defeating them
1

John Ranelagh, A Short History of Ireland (London: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 1.
1bid, 7.
3
Sewnas MacManus, The Story ofthe Irish Race (Old Greenwich, Connecticut: The DevinAdair Company, 192 1), 109.
2

7

in battle. The end nf Viking power and the rise of Irish kings came in
5

the middle of the eleventh century. Since Celtic times, Ireland had
no national ruler, instead being governed locally by clans from each
of the island' s four large quadrants, Ulster, Leinster, Connaught, and
Munster. 6 There was frequently a 'High King' of Ireland, but not as
a regular all-powerful sort of king one might expect; the title traveled
between clans and no succession was established. The most powerful
clan king at any given moment could be called the 'High King.' The
significance of the High King position was revealed in 1167, when
High King Rory O'Connor conquered and banished Leinster King
Dermot MacMurrough from the island. MacMurrough made his way
to England and eventually asked King Henry II to help him regain his
kingdom in return for his Oath of Allegiance. 7 MacMurrough has
been eternally reviled as the Irishman who invited the English, and
over 700 years of abuse, to the shores of Ireland. After landing in
1171 Henry declared himself Lord of Ireland, and later tried to have
his son John recognized as the King of Ireland, but the church in
Rome would only agree to the title of 'Lord of Ireland' held by Henry
4M.

atre & Conor O ' Brien, A Concise History ofIreland (New York: Beekman House, 1972),

32.
5

R.F Foster, The Oxford History ofIreland (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989) 38.

8

n.8

The English established themselves in the southeast corner of

Ireland (Leinster), and O'Connor remained as High King over the rest
of the island. Eventually, High King O'Connor signed the Treaty of
Windsor with Henry II in 1175, keeping the Irish lands outside of
Leinster, Meath and Waterford but agreeing to pay tribute to the
crown. 9 This was the first treaty signed by a King in Ireland giving
part of the land to a foreign power. England's foothold in Ireland was
established.
Henry II was successful mainly through the Norman knights who
had been in England since the Norman invasion of 1066. Chief
among the Norman warriors to conquer southern Ireland was Richard
de Clare, known as Strongbow. MacMurrough, who had been
reinstated as Leinster King by Henry II, gave his daughter to wed
Strongbow, marking the first interfamily marriage between a
governing king of Ireland and a titled knight of England. 10 When
Henry II died and John became King of England, the Kingship now
included the subtitle "Lord of Ireland." It should be noted that Henry
~John Ranelagh, A short History ofIreland (London: Cambridge University Press, 1983) 11.
R.F Foster, The Oxford History of Ireland (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989) 47.
Seumas MacManus, The Story ofthe Irish Race (Old Greenwich, Connecticut: The DevinAd!ir Company, 1921) 320.
,~F Foster, The Oxford Histmy ofIreland (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989) 50.
John Ranelagh, A Short History ofireland (London: Cambridge University Press, 1983) 36.
8

9

II was not awash in il(.norance about Ireland before MacMurrough
came to see him in 1169. He had already requested permission from
Pope Adrian IV to seize Ireland because the inhabitants were
allegedly "not following church law." In 1155 Adrian issued the
Papal Bull "Laudibiliter" which granted Henry's request for England
to seize Ireland. It is curious that Pope Adrian was the only
Englishman ever elected Pope. 11 So the English crown now had
authority granted by Rome and by treaty with Ireland to occupy a
portion of the Ireland. For the next two hundred years things changed
little, and Ireland convened its own parliament beginning in 1297. It
was in 1366 that the Statutes of Kilkenny, the initial sign ofthe
oppression headed for Ireland, was decreed by England. 12
Since the Viking invaders, the charm of Ireland usually caused
occupying forces to assimilate into the Irish culture and grow away
from their native traits. The Norman invaders were no different, and
their behavior was noticed by the English Parliament. The Statutes of
Kilkenny were dreamt up by the Earl of Ulster, Lionel of Antwerp,
England's Lord Deputy of Ireland. These laws made it illegal for any

39

aLre & Conor O'Brien, A Concise History of Ireland (New York: Beekman House, 1972)
_''M·

English person living in Ireland to marry or have relations with a
native Irish person, provide foster care or adopt Irish children, wear
Irish clothing, speak Gaelic, participate in Irish sport or customs, or
even have or use an Irish name! 13 English subjects born in Ireland
were commanded to learn English as their primary language. There
were many more restrictions; thirty five separate acts banning English
and Irish from co-mingling and placing the Irish squarely with the
dogs insofar as their worth in society as compared to the English,
perhaps beneath dogs. One penalty for infracting the Statutes was excommunication from the Catholic Church. Here again the power of
the English nobility was supported by the church in Rome, both
blatantly degrading the Irish people. While the rules were severe,
enforcement was virtually impossible at the time. Never-the-less, the
groundwork was laid for the human rights debacle to follow. Still,
Ireland persevered and life continued statically for over a hundred
years.
The Irish people continued to govern themselves under the Irish
Parliament until1494 when Henry VII' s Lord Deputy of Ireland,

'~Seurnas MacManus, The Story of the irish Race (Old Greenwich, Connecticut: The DevinAdatr
Company, 1921) 338.
13
lbid, 40).

11

Edward Poynings, passed Poynings Law. 14 The English could hardly
keep their own house in order, having just been through the Wars of
the Roses, but Poynings wanted Ireland to heel and declare its
obedience to the English King. Poynings Law stripped the Irish
Parliament of its ability to pass laws internally without the prior
review and approval of the English Parliament. De jure government
of Ireland was now removed to the foreigners.

14

R.F Foster, The Oxford History ofIreland (Oxford : Oxford University Press, 1989) 139.

~

12

Treason is the Reason

Although not pleased, the Irish kings knew that life would
continue as before, that is until 1542 and the Crown of Ireland Act. 15
Henry VIII knew he was king in name only, save for the Leinster
Normans, so he decided to make a deal with the Irish lords to cement
the royal bond over Ireland. Under the 'Surrender and Regrant'
policy, Irish lords would give their land to the English King and be
granted the lands back with the promise of protection and official
title, allowing them to sit as lords on the Irish parliament. 16 The foil
to the plan was that not all Irish Lords were eager to surrender their
property, and they often attacked the lands of those that did. Henry
was unable to offer serious military assistance to those who needed it,
making ' Surrender and Regrant' ineffective. It did, however, put
enough members of the Irish Parliament under Henry's control that
the 'Crown of Ireland Act' could be passed, naming Ireland a
Kingdom and Henry VIII its king. This act closed the second chapter
15

47.

Maire & Conor O 'Brien, A Concise Histmy of Ireland (New York: Beekman House, 1972)

13

of the movement into Ireland by England, and was the precursor to
the armed rebellions to follow.
Ireland was becoming more territorial than ever, and now had
side-by-side lands allegiant to different lords or kings. Parliament
was controlled by England, which itself had broken from the Catholic
Church and was forcing Protestantism onto the Irish in addition to
English rule. Armed revolt broke out, starting with two wars against
Elizabeth I (called the Desmond Rebellions) from 1569 to 1583. 17
These were the Munster (southwest) part of Ireland resisting
encroachment of the English. Munster lost the conflicts, and matters
deteriorated because Elizabeth stepped up the plantation philosophy
begun by Henry VIII. Under the English plantation system, seized
Irish lands were given to English colonists. It was a way to implant a
supportive English faction in the midst of disruptive lands. The
Munster loss gave Elizabeth nearly half of the Munster region to fill
up with protestant English. 18 Some of the colonial granted lands were
sold to private entrepreneurs, just as in the American colonies in the

1

1bid, 52.
Seumas MacManus, The Story of the Irish Race (Old Greenwich, Connecticut: The DevinAdair Company, 1921) 375.
18
John Ranelagh, A Short History ofIreland (London: Cambridge Unjversity Press, 1983) 5 1.
17

years ahead, but largely the plantations in Ireland were attempts at
English dominance in a region.
Next to rebel was the northeastern region, Ulster, which fought the
Nine Years War against Elizabeth from 1594 to 1603. In each
successive war, England deployed more troops to Ireland. The Nine
Years War was a first for an Irish king to seek assistance from a
foreign power. Ulster Chief Hugh O'Neill asked Phillip III of Spain
for troops to aid his battle against English rule and Protestantism. 19
He was joined in the war by Tyrconnell Chief Rory O'Donnell and
other Gaelic Lords. The English were nearly defeated when trapped
between the Irish and Spanish force that arrived at Kinsale, but fought
back and eventually won the war. Elizabeth I died just before the end
of the war, and James I was more conciliatory toward the rebels based
on his prior dealings with rebellious Scotland. James agreed to spare
the Irish Lords, but made them swear loyalty to the crown. O'Neill
and O'Donnell eventually fled to Europe in 1607 ('The Flight of the
Earls') to try to initiate a Catholic war against England, but failed in
that quest.

20

As a result, James confiscated their lands and created the

19

20R.F:

61.

Foster, The Oxford History ofIreland (Oxford: Oxford Univers ity Press, 1989) 113.
Matre & Conor O' Brien, A Concise History ofIreland (New York: Beekman House, 1972)

Plantation of Ulster there, making it so strong that it is still loyal to
England, known today as Northern Ireland. The end of the Nine
Years War and the Flight of the Earls were the final pieces in the plan
for English dominion of Ireland. Started by Henry VIII, the Tudor
reconquest of Ireland was completed by James I, although James and
Henry had a similar problem in that the Irish people did not want
Protestant England to govern them. The military exploits of the Irish
would probably have been much more successful if the Irish could
have turned their full attention toward defeating the English. Over
time, there were as many intra-clan wars as there were battles against
the English. The lack of a High King or commander that could
coordinate military action and the territorial disputes between the
clans prevented Ireland from winning independence from the English.
Some cooperation among them started under James I and continued
later under Charles I.
The Catholic Lords in Ireland petitioned James to remove some of
the barriers to Catholic success. James agreed in principal but never
acted on the requests. Charles I agreed to grant the Catholics full
rights as English citizens and freedom of religion in return for higher
taxes. The lords jumped at the deal and stmted paying the higher

16

21
taxes in 1630, but Charles reneged, infuriating the lords. This led to
a general Irish Rebellion in 1641, which saw native Irish fighting the
settlers from England anci Scotland placed in Ireland by the English
government. Finally, a countrywide group called the 'Confederation
ofKilkenny' was formed. The purpose of the confederation was to
control local uprisings and to devise a plan for the defeat of the
English military still in Ireland. The confederation governed two
thirds oflreland from 1642 to 1649, but failed in defeating the
English.22
One important act perpetrated by the confederation in its early
years was the plan to seize Dublin castle in a bloodless coup. The
plan was thwarted when an informer gave it away, but it shows the
Irish willingness to fight in ways other than combat. The rebellion
grew into the Irish Confederate Wars from 1641 to 1653, which
contributed to the civil wars in England and Scotland, collectively
called the 'Wars of the Three Kingdoms.' Ireland at this stage was a
mess. Charles had little control over any of the three kingdoms and
native Irish were regularly engaging the plantation settlers in combat.

21s

•

. eumas MacManus, The Story ofthe Irish Race (Old Greenwich, Connecticut: The De vmAdatr
Company, 1921) 416.
22
1bid, 415.

17

It was too late for natural Ireland to unite, because the plantations had

mixed nationality and religion, and no one could agree on anything.
If things looked bleak to an Irishman at this time, they were about to
get much worse. Charles I was executed after the English Civil wars
and Oliver Cromwell became Lord Protector ofEngland. 23
One of Cromwell's fust actions was to crush the Irish rebellion for
good. He invaded in 1649 and ended the uprising by using brute
force. The royalist supporters of Charles and the Catholic
Confederation were completely destroyed. Cromwell's genocidal
campaign began in Drogheda and continued across Ireland with the
ruthless murder of Irish men, women and children and his scorched
earth military policy contributed to a famine after his invasion.
Although genocide is a twentieth century term, Cromwell could was
the seventeenth century poster boy. His single minded mission to
destroy Irish Catholics, not just combatants or rebels, but women and
children and priests and old men was welcomed and encouraged by
Parliament. At Drogheda, Cromwell's forced killed all three
thousand residents, and primary sources boast of the soldiers using
children as shields and raping and pillaging. Cromwell praised God
23

.
8lf George Clark, English History, a Survey (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971) 304.

18

for his good fortune in being able to kill so many Irish in his letter to
Parliament. Parliament, in return declared October 2, 1649 a national
Thanksgiving Day to celebrate the Drogheda massacre and
considered it an act of"Justice" to the butchered and an "Act of
mercy to those who were warned by it."

24

In 1650, Cromwell

ordered the placement of the final plantation in Ireland. He sent
thousands of former soldiers to settle the midlands of Ireland, the
lands given to them in lieu of pay for fighting for Cromwell and
Parliament. 25 The plantation system had been in effect for over one
hundred years, but it would not bear fruit for the English Crown for
another hundred years to come. In 1652 Parliament passed the Act
for the Settlement of Ireland, which was a death sentence for anyone
who actively participated in the uprising. 26 This act also confiscated
all lands belonging to Irish sympathizers, forcing them to relocate to
the Connaught region, much like the American government would
later do to the Native American tribes. Thousands of Catholics were
also seized and sent to the West Indies as indentured servants.

24

_Seumas MacManus, The Story ofthe Irish Race (Old Greenwich, Connecticut: The DevinAdatr Company, 1921) 425.
25
lbid, 428.
26

R.F. Foster, The Oxford History ofIreland (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989) 125.

19

Fortunately for the Irish, Cromwell died in 1658 before he could do
more damage to Ireland.
When Charles II was restored to the English monarchy in 1660, a
glimmer of hop arose in Ireland. Charles sounded some conciliatory
notes to try to return confiscated lands to innocent Irish Catholics,
and passed the Act of Explanation requiring one third of lands
granted by Cromwell to revert back to the original owners.

27

Charles

kept dissolving his Parliaments because they wanted to exclude his
brother James from succession since James was discovered to be
Catholic. With Charles desiring religious tolerance, and a Catholic
James II in line for the crown, the Irish Catholics may felt that there
might finally be some relief for them. In 1685, James II took the
throne, and Catholics began replacing Protestants in some official
positions in Ireland. Sadly, the hope was short lived. In 1688 James
II was deposed and replaced by his daughter Mary II and her husband
the Dutch William III, or William of Orange. This "Glorious
Revolution" ended the possibility of a Catholic monarch in England
as well as the hope of help for Irish Catholics from the English

.
8 •r George Clark, English History, a Survey (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 197 1) 3 16.

21

20

crown. 28 James tried to take back his throne by way of Ireland, but
William's forces routed him and all his supporting armies. William
and Mary then delivered the fatal blow to the hearts of hopeful Irish
Catholics, the Penal Laws.

28

W'Il
'
1 mm
McElwee, A Short History of Englandfrom the Time ofKing Alfred to the Present

Lawful Oppression

The Penal Laws were sixty one separate acts aimed at total
annihilation of the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland.

29

Virtually

every event that a Catholic might undertake in daily life was
outlawed. William and Mary were so thorough that they did not even
use the word Catholic in any of the documents, referring across the
board instead to the "Suppression ofPopery." Catholic property
ownership decreased from sixty percent of the island to just eight
percent. No Catholic could own a weapon, a horse or property. No
Catholic could publicly practice religion, and identifiable priests were
to be arrested and killed. Even the dead could not be buried in a
Catholic cemetery. Any assembly of Catholics at religious sites or
shrines was considered a riot and was to be put down by the sheriff.
A theft or crime committed by a Catholic would cause every Catholic
in that county to be fmed. If a Catholic actually owned a horse, it
could be seized at any time and purchased without permission. If the
horse was not purchased, the Catholic owner had to pay a fee for the
Day (New York: Preager Publishers, 1968) 162.

22

care of the horse while seized. But try as they might, William and

Mary could not eradicate Irish Catholicism.
Ireland was now like a prize fighter in a losing contest. She had
fought the English bravely and with vigor, but had been beaten down
repeatedly and was becoming very weak. The Penal Laws were the
blow that knocked native Ireland down to one knee with the final
count on the way. This period was later known as the Protestant
Ascendancy, where the Irish Parliament and all the policy makers in
Ireland were Protestant. 30 What England did not foresee happening
was that the transplanted English people living in Ireland would
desi~e to succeed as other native Englishmen could, but the laws in

place against the Irish were a bar to that success. The problem was
rectified in the Constitution of 1782. 31
England was distracted in the 1770s by the upstart American
colonies and their war for independence. When the French agreed to
help the American effort, England decided to form a voluntary militia
in Ireland in the event of a French attack there - apparently forgetting
29s

. eumas MacManus, The Story ofthe Irish Race (Old Greenwich, Connecticut: The Devin-

Ad~0ll' ~ompany, 192 1) 454.

Oltver Knox, Rebels & Informers; Stirrings of Irish Independence (New York: St. Martins
Pre:s, 1997) 3 .
1

.seumas MacManus, The Story of the Irish Race (Old Greenwich, Connecticut: The DevinAdarr Company, 192 1) 500.
·

23

the past six centuries of conflict. This militia became the Irish
Volunteers, and pressure from this powerful force enabled the
Constitution of 1782 to be passed. Not actually a Constitution, this
group of laws was passed by the Irish and English parliaments to
repeal Poynings Law and allow Ireland to self govetn, although free
governing meant the government of Protestant loyalists. Bolstered by
the success of America, in 1791 a multi-denominational group named
the Society of United Irishmen was formed with the goal of
democratic reform as well as Catholic emancipation. 32 Theobald
Wolfe Tone, as a founder of the United Irishmen, was fmally able to
break through the religious barriers between Catholics and
Protestants. He published in his "Argument on Behalf of the
Catholics of Ireland," his theory that the religious conflicts in Ireland
were a tool of the elite to "balance the one party by the other, plunder
and laugh at the defeat of both."
Tone was right, as not only did Catholics have no rights, but
Protestants who were not landowners could not vote and had limited
roles in government. In 1793, the power of the Volunteers garnered
some Catholics who owned land the right to vote. After the French
32

0liver Knox, Rebels & Informers; Stirrings of Irish Independence (New York: St. Martins

Revolution, the goal of the Irishmen enlarged to end English rule in
Ireland. The Irish Volunteers, United Irishmen, and Catholic
Defenders came together in a body nearly 200,000 strong.
Tone was exiled for his anti-English rhetoric, and wound up in
Paris where he convinced the French that Ireland was ripe for
revolution and they should help. 33 In 1796 a French expedition of
14,000 French sailed to begin the war, but could not land because of a
stormy sea. England learned of the plot and began rounding up and
hanging the leaders of the United Irish. Tone would not be
dissuaded, and continued trying to convince the French to return to
help Ireland. The Irish could not wait, and the Irish Rebellion of
1798 began without foreign aid. As happened previously in Irish
uprisings, the leaders were already incarcerated leaving an army
without direction. The English quickly put down the rising. The first
French force landed in Connaught and had initial success at
Castlebar, defeating a British group of 6,000, but they were
subsequently beaten. Tone arrived several months later with a force
of3,000 French, but they lost their first battle and Tone was captured

Press,
1997) 52 •
33

R.F. Foster, The Oxford History of Ireland (Oxford: Oxford Uni versity Press, 1989) 152.

and subsequently died in custody.

34

One major result of the 1798

uprising was the Act of Union.
Less bloody than armed conflict, yet much more important to the
rebellion, was the Protestant Union of parliaments in 1800.35 In 1801
the Act of Union took effect. Ireland's parliament was dissolved and
integrated into the English parliament. Prime Minister William Pitt
sold the idea to the Irish Parliament largely on the promise that
Catholic Emancipation would be a benefit of the union, but could not
overcome determined British public opinion and deliver on his
promise. 36 The Act ofUnion was the long sought finale for
England's plan in Ireland. The Irish Parliament agreed to merge the
Kingdom of Ireland with the United Kingdom of Great Britain to
form the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. The takeover
was now complete, after six hundred thirty years. This might be the
end of the story, except that the British government and the Church of
England were still hated in Ireland by the majority of Irish citizens,
nearly ninety percent of whom were Catholic. Britain had won the
prize of Ireland, but not the hearts and minds of the citizenry.
34
0
3/ hn

Ranelagh, A Short History ofIreland (London: Cambridge University Press, 1983) 85.
Andrew Greeley, The Irish Americans; the Rise to Money and Power (New York: Random
House, 1981 ) 11 7.

The English had not disbanded the United Irishmen, they had
merely quelled the insurrection and arrested and killed the leaders.
There were sti11200,000 registered United Irishmen who wanted to
push England out by force. The follow up chapter came in 1803 with
the Second United Irishmen Rebellion, but this was a smaller group
of men who failed quickly in their plot to seize Dublin Castle.

37

It

seemed as though the Irish would never improve their lot, at least
militarily. The time for diplomacy had arrived.
The quantum leap forward in the Irish freedom movement was
taken by Daniel O'Connell. O'Connell was elected to Parliament
from County Clare in 1829, but could not be seated because he was
Catholic. He made his argument against Home Secretary Sir Robert
Peel, a staunch anti-Catholic, and O'Connell won the support he
needed for the Catholic Relief Act of 1829.38 Peel finally conceded
that emancipated Catholics were less of a danger than more civil war
would be in Ireland. With the emancipation act, Catholics were
allowed to take their elected seats in Parliament, which O'Connell
did. Far from satisfied, O'Connell began to press for the repeal of
36cbr· .
Istme Kinealy, A Death-Dealing Famine: the Great Hunger in ireland (London: Pluto
Press, 1997)
99.

27

the Act of Union. The most striking thing about O'Connell was his
embracing of the non-violent means of protest. O'Connell
declaration that 'Human blood is no cement for the temple of liberty'
was amazingly pacifist for his time. This pacifism developed in his
youth.
Daniel was adopted by a Catholic uncle and grew up to become
one of the most impressive lawyers in Ireland. His early nickname
was "Swaggering Dan" and he was brilliant at practicing law. He left
his practice to take up the cause of self government for Ireland.
O'Connell did not want separation or independence, merely self-rule.
His anti-violent stance was borne of the torture and death he
personally witnessed during the 1798 Uprising. 39 His followers had
to pledge to work toward freedom through legal and peaceful means.
This was well before Gandhi was born, and over a century before Dr.
King practiced non-violent agitation in America, although all three
fought some semblance of English tyranny.
O'Connell became known as the "Liberator" and brought his
message of peaceful revolt to hundreds of thousands of Irish citizens
~
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at huge meetings around Ireland called "Monster Meetings." They
were held outdoors on Ireland's grand open fields, usually a place
with historical significance such as Clontarf, where Brian Boru
defeated the Vikings. Attendance was well over 100,000 for each
meeting. 40 O' Connell taught the Irish population two important new
tactics in the quest for freedom: pressure and intellect applied in the
right area of government could cause change in Parliament, and the
English government could be swayed by peaceful protests
accompanied by mass disobedience. His followers pledged to bring
repeal to fruition peaceably through the legal process. O'Connell was
arrested before his largest Monster Meeting at Clontarf, the place
where the Irish defeated the Vikings in 1014. He cancelled the
Clontarf meeting at the request of the English government, but was
incarcerated anyway. O'Connell was jailed for his ideology under the
charge of trying to alter the constitution by force, although no force
was ever present at the peaceful assemblies he addressed. 41 He spent
several months in prison and never preached to the large crowds
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again, but the seeds of change had been sown. Ireland learned that
the way to freedom was passive resistance and agitation.
Unbelievably,
with hundred of thousands of Irish citizens coming together in
collective thought and unity of purpose and the time being right for
action toward attaining the elusive goal of freedom, disaster
happened. The famine years arrived.
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Death Surrounds

The term "potato famine" is a broad reference to the starvation and
disease that killed more than a million of the eight million Irish
people in the 1840s. 42 The Irish potato famine is frequently
misunderstood as the cause of Irish immigration to America, but as
we have been explaining heretofore, the oppression of Ireland was
much more responsible. To place the famine in context, we must
illuminate it tangentially and show it as the next successive step in the
freedom movement while examining it as a separate historical
incident.
The main food source f()r the Irish poor was the potato, with
consumption as high as fourteen pounds per day for a working male.
The potato is a nutritionally sufficient food except for fat and vitamin
A.

43

That is to say that one could survive on a diet of only potatoes,

and only be lacking those two food groups. Potatoes were
inexpensive and, more importantly, an easy crop for the cottier
farmers to cultivate. Although crop failures were not an uncommon
42
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event, the outbreaks in 1845 and 1847 were unique. With no advance
warning, the potato fields of Ireland turned rotten. The leafy parts of
the potato plants above ground turned black, while the potato itself
putrefied in the dirt. The fungus that caused the disaster was later
identified as Blight, or Phytophthora Infestans. 44 Previous outbreaks
occurred on mainland Europe and in America, but not on such a large
scale.
Webster defines potato as "Also called Irish potato, white potato;

the edible tuber ofa cultivated plant, " 45 which is odd because no
mention of any other potato producers are made and potatoes
flourished in Irel~d only in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 46
Webster also defrnesfamine as either the "extreme and general

scarcity offood' or "extreme hunger; starvation."47 The overused
'potato famine' cliche, then, could be interpreted as a 'serious scarcity
of spuds.' Immediately one can see how trivial the description
'potato famine' is to recount the colossal tragedy that occurred
between 1845 and 1849. The cause ofthe famine that obliterated
43
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Ireland is well documented and the results are well known, but
looking at the famine from a persecution standpoint changes the
flavor of the event from despair to deviousness.
The first major crop failure struck in 1845 and the British
government took a hands-off approach to the problem, leaving relief
efforts to local landlords in Ireland.48 Irish aid became a political hottopic in England. In 1846 Prime Minister Robert Peel used the Irish
emergency to amend the Com Laws and import some grain for the
starving Irish. Treasury Secretary Charles Trevelyan blamed
Ireland's woes not on famine but said the "great evil" was the
"selfish, perverse and turbulent nature of the people." 49 Hundreds of
thousands of Irish had died, and Trevelyan blamed the deaths on the
dead, as if starving to death was a character trait! Prime Minister Peel
was eventually ousted, in part because of his willingness to help the
poor Irish people and was replaced by John Russell as Prime
Minister.
Russell allowed Trevelyan, with his anti-Irish sentiments, free
reign to make decisions regarding relief when the second wave of
47

Webster's New Universal Unabridged Dictionary, Random House, 1994.
Christine Kinealy, This Great Calamity: the Irish Famine /845-52 (Lreland: Gill &
Macmillan, 1994) 77.
48

33

famine hit in 1847. The Irish were suffering through the worst of
times and a paltry five hundred thousand British pounds was sent for
relief. 5° Some help did arrive in Ireland, albeit not from the places it
should have come from. The news spread of the adversity in Ireland
around the world and money and food poured in from the four comers
of the earth. Nearly a million dollars came from America and more
from the rest of the United Kingdom and abroad. The Catholic
Church sounded the alarm in its parishes around the world, raising a
substantial amount, but oddly enough no large sum came directly
from the Vatican. 5 1 In Ireland' s most wanting hour, the government
of England once again snubbed the Irish, and the Catholic Church did
little in its immense power to help them. Apparently the Christians in
England and the Anglican Church were not interested in helping
hordes of dying Catholics. For those who survived, it must have been
clear that no one, not the government, not the church, not even Irish
nobility was committed to lifting the Irish people from their misery.
One might think that as a purely business decision, the Irish landlords
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would lend a hand to the poor workers who were toiling in their
fields, but such was not the case.
We should look at the actions of the landlords in the context of the
famine. The majority of large scale landowners were the rich and
titled classes that lived in England. They owned, either by grant or
purchase, huge sections of the arable land in Ireland and came to be
called 'absentee landlords.' These landlords, who were, literally,
Lords who owned the Land, hired agents to administer their property
in Ireland and send the revenue to them in England. This was a
nineteenth-century feudal system. The poor Irish laborer kept the
revenue flowing to the absent landowners yet barely was able to
ensure their own survival. Renting small plots of land, they grew
potatoes or grain for the landlords and paid the rent with the crop they
grew. So important was the property to them that even when they
were starving to death, they refused to consume their own crops.
Eating the yield would mean they could not pay the rent on the land
and would be evicted. Once evicted, there was no hope of earning a
living and as such they would be consigned to a life of vagrancy.
Under the Gregory clause, if a farmer held more than a quarter
acre, he was ineligible for public assistance. So poor Irishmen with
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even a small amount of land had to decide whether to give up their
lease to get food or to keep it and have none.
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The landlords could

have intervened, and some probably did, but apparently the rent was
more important than the lives of the workers. Evictions were
common and military troops and police were often summoned to
perform the service, which neither group enjoyed.53 Estimates vary of
actual famine deaths, but the average accepted death toll is 1 million
Irish farmers. This number equaled twelve percent of the population
ofireland. With so many of their brethren dead, would the fire for
Irish independence be gone, and would the poor Irish farmers ever
unite?
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Enlightenment

A closer examination of the victims of the famine shows that the
dying were neither the educated, nor the landowners, nor the upper
class. The famine killed peasants, although the peasant designation is
less associated with the nineteenth century than in previous history.
In nearly all the sources for this paper, the Irish are referred to only as
"the poor." Returning to Webster, 'peasant ' is defmed as "One of a

class ofpersons, as in European countries, of inferior social rank,
usually engaged in agriculturallabor." 54 This definition exactly fits
the millions of Irish people living in squalor around the Irish
countryside. An important clue emerges from Webster's definition
which goes to the very heart of the problem; the issue of "inferior

social rank." The lords and landowners were not disgruntled or
suppressed at all compared to the peasants, which is why the
Members of Parliament continued talking, while the peasants
continued dying.
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Under the oppressive conditions in Ireland, the catalyst for
change must surely have been this combination of events that finally
culmjnated in the will of the people to take control of their destiny.
The overwhelming condition that attaches to the calamities of dead
people and dead potatoes is hopelessness. When the two events of
death and blight with all of their associated woe, and the misery
generated by these events is laid atop centuries of oppression and
abuse from the English, the time for change cannot be delayed. A
national psyche developed with life or death as the choices. This
psychology was the basis of many uprisings around Europe in the
opinion of Karl Marx.
Marx wrote in that "Life is not determined by consciousness, but
consciousness by life." 55 Marx' s ideas on Historical Materialism
were shaped by the European treatment of the poor, and could
certainly apply to the Irish saga. Marx said that men must live in
order to make history, and that living begins with basic necessities
such as food and shelter. The Irish peasant in 1847 faced a situation
that put the very acquisition of basic necessities into uncertainty.
Marx stated that the producers of the basic necessities determine
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consciousness by their production and that the interaction of men
during this production determines the ideological superstructure of
society. 56 This is the very crux of the issues facing Ireland during the
famine years. The Irish peasants had nowhere to tum, they were .
abandoned or scorned by all and became aware as a class that they
could and should escape their plight. This revelation came at the
appropriate time, according to Marxist theory. Armed conflict was
not the way for the Irish. Hoping for change of governments was not
the way. When an Irish peasant watched one of every eight family
members or friends die of starvation, the time to act was clear.
Departure was the way to survival, as surely as staying in Ireland
meant death. A peaceful rebellion occurred, spurred by the events of
the day, based on the pain of generations and fueled by the awakening
of the Irish to the realization that there was life away from Ireland.
The departure began in earnest after O' Connell' s speeches, with the
Irish population dropping twenty percent from 1841 to 1851. Of that
twenty percent, twelve percent died and eight percent fled the
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country. 57 The rebellion had begun, but even as the first wave left,
the struggle at home continued.
Although downtrodden, the Irish still desired the freedom they
had sought for so long. The 1848 French Revolution rippled through
Europe causing revolts all across the continent, Ireland included. The
next step in the freedom movement came as the Famine Rebellion in
1848. William O'Brien, a Member of Parliament, and Thomas
Meagher formed the Irish Confederation in 1847. Previously
followers of O'Connell, they had split from his Repeal movement
because they felt that armed conflict should not be permanently ruled
out in the quest for freedom. 58 O'Brien fashioned a banner to
represent Ireland consisting of a field of green on the left for Native
Irish Catholics, a field of Orange on the right for the English
Protestants and a field of white in the middle representing the truce
between the two. O'Brien knew, as O'Connell had before him, that
victory could only be attained by unity. He hoped to unite not only
religious but also landowners and tenants. O'Brien and Meagher
planned an uprising, but the English discovered the plot and planned
57
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to arrest them. The Famine Uprising began in July 1848, but was
short lived after O'Brien was apprehended and sentenced to death.
The acts of O'Connell and O'Brien, although unsuccessful,
galvanized the Irish to the belief that freedom from England was an
absolute right of the Irish and was absolutely attainable. The Irish
Republican Brotherhood and the Fenian groups were subsequently
formed as nationalist parties dedicated to establishing an independent
Irish Republic. The Fenian Rising in 1867 was another poorly
organized and unsuccessful attempt at armed revolt. Although these
uprisings were smaller and not victorious, they kept the fear of armed
revolt in the minds of the English Parliament, which gave the Irish
Members ofParliament more bargaining power. In 1870, a special
interest group called the Home Government Association formed to
promote home rule. In the general election of 1874, the now named
Home Rule Party won fifty-nine seats in Parliament and became the
first new party ever to join the Liberals and Conservatives in the
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English Parliament.59 The Home Rule party changed names to the
Irish Parliamentary Party in 1882.
Something different was happening in Ireland during this peno.
· d
The armed revolts were considerably smaller and put down within
days by local police. England still had the military might to quash
any rebellion or revolt but was not mobilizing any troops to Ireland.
Citizens of Ireland were taking seats in Parliament with obvious
agendas for freedom. Why, after seven hundred years were the Irish
fmally making headway toward emancipation? The answer is in an
area that is seldom compared to or correlated with Irish independence
- immigration.
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The Way Out

In the 1840's, Daniel O'Connell sold the idea of passive resistance
to hundreds of thousands of Irish, and the seeds that were sown took
root immediately. The time between O'Connell's speeches and the
Home Rule Party victory in Parliament saw Irish population decline
by three million, or 3 7 percent. One million of those were famine
dead, but the other two million were rebelling against English tyranny
and fleeing Ireland. 60 The fleeing of Ireland became possible during
this period due to the explosion of trade occurring with the Americas
and the subsequent availability of passenger space on cargo vessels.
There were several ways the English contributed to the mass flight
period. In many cases a landlord would pay for passage out of
Ireland as part of an eviction deal, for it was cheaper to pay the fare to
North America once than to continue to pay taxes on land with
tenants not producing. 61 Another way was the penal colonies in
Australia used by England for exiling Irish nationalists or other
criminals. Marx noted in his speech to the International
60
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Workingmen's Association in 1867 that "Over 1,100,000 people have
been replaced by 9,600,000 sheep" and goes on to say that the Irish
question is "not simply a question of nationality, but a question of
land and existence." The Irish were leaving, and as was typical of the
English, they were too arrogant or self-absorbed to realize what was
happening. The immigration statistics are clear that the people
leaving Ireland were the native Irish. The Gaelic speaking, Catholic
Irish accounted for nearly all of the departures from the counties that
kept records. For example, immigration from 'southern Ireland' or
the twenty six counties not included in 'northern Ireland' was fifty
percent from 1841 to 190 1. In the north immigration was just thirteen
percent. The protestant English supporters were not leaving Ireland.
Meanwhile, England was tiring of the ongoing problems in Ireland,
and when William Gladstone became Prime Minister he sought to
resolve as many of the Irish issues as he could to attain peace on the
island.62 Gladstone was instrumental in disestablishing the Church of
Ireland, the branch of the Church ofEngland in Ireland. Since the
Penal Laws Catholics were required to pay tithes, or taxes, to the
protestant Church of Ireland even though they weren' t members.
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This was the reason for the Tithe Wars in Ireland in 1836.
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Gladstone also passed the Ballot Act, which allowed confidential
ballots in elections. This helped the voting Irish elect Members of
Parliament of their choosing instead of being forced by their
landlords to vote for the landlord's choice for office. In summary, the
English were tired of dealing with the mess they created, and the Irish
were tired of waiting for solutions. The end of the nineteenth century
arrived with many more nationalist groups being formed, but no other
military action. By the time the 1911 population figures were
counted, Ireland's population had shrunk forty-six percent since ·
1841 . The opening years of the twentieth century saw the growth of
the armed factions agitating for Home Rule. There were three
attempts to pass Home Rule legislation in Parliament, two to no avail.
The third Home Rule legislation attempt in 1912 failed, but due to
Parliamentary rule would be instituted after two years.64 Two years
later the Home Rule Act was approved by the Crown, but tabled
because of the onset of World War I. The Act that passed was not
independence, but allowed Ireland to govern itself under the British
Monarch. This led to the 1916 Easter Rising.
63
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The initial plan for the Easter Rising was not a military action.
The Irish Volunteers would declare an Irish republic, rally the nation
to unity and present an independent Ireland at the post-World War I
peace talks.65 Their plan included secret talks with Germany for
acceptance as a nation and assistance with munitions. This was the
largest and best planned of all the uprisings in Ireland since 1798.
The Republic was declared but after five days of holding central
Dublin the Irish were forced to surrender. Once more, the leaders of
the movement were executed, and those that weren't went to prison
together and began planning the final conflict.
The Irish War of Independence was fought as a guerilla war
between 1919 and 1921.66 The population had fallen another four
percent since the Easter Uprising, and now forty-nine percent of Irish
were lost since 1841 .

Those remaining were characterized by

British journalist Robert Lynn in a 1920 Daily News article as "So far
as the mass of people are concerned, the policy of the day is not
active but a pas~ive policy. Their policy is not so much to attack the

64

R.F. Foster, The Oxford History of Ireland (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989) 191 .
Thomas Keneally, The Great Shame and the Triumph ofthe Irish in the English-Speaking
World (New York: Talese, 1999) 604.
65

66

144.

Maire & Conor O'Brien, A Concise History ofIreland (New York: Beekman House, 1972)

46

Government as to ignore it and to build up a new government by its
side." The passive roots sown by O'Connell were still thriving in
1920. As the guerilla war continued, the strength of the Irish forces
was seen by Britain, yet they were resistant to send regular troops to
Ireland. The Bloody Sunday massacre was the final stumbling block
for the English. A force of Auxiliary troops and police attacked the
crowd at a soccer game, killing unarmed civilians. The British were
lambasted in the press and King George was repulsed by the violence.
The final two steps in the process were King George himself pleading
for peace in Ireland67, and Pope Gregory XV asking that a peace plan
be worked out. Shortly thereafter, talks began which led to the
formation of the Irish Free State in 1937 and the Republic of Ireland
in 1948.68
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Pride Restored

We see then that Ireland lost its freedom, and reclaimed it after a
;1-uggle of 777 years. The island had been wholly or partially
occupied, but never conquered, by the armies ofEngland.

69

The

revolutionary process involved battles with the English, with fellow
Irishmen, and within each Irish person. A legacy of never-say-die
certainly belongs to the Irish. Thirty-one generations of oppression
by the English government which included detestable contempt
toward the native Irish, 70 starvation, usurped lands, vicious religious
persecution, hopeless class discrimination and a bleak outlook for the
future all combined to cause the rebellion which led to freedom. It
worked, the peasants won, although they lost nearly fifty percent of
their countrymen in the process. 71 One of the questions to consider in
this review of the Irish struggle is under which banner the Irish can
claim their freedom, revolution or rebellion? We return to Webster
for assistance in identification of the process used in Ireland. The
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most pertinent way to describe the Irish mentality over the period
would be the definition of a rebel, which is someone who acts "To
reject, resist, or rise in arms against one's government or ruler" or "To
72

resist or rise against some authority, control or tradition." Whereas a
rebellion usually connotes armed resistance (much of which did occur
in Ireland) the Irish met the definition of rebellion simply by
embracing and acting under the rebel philosophy of rejecting English
dominance.
Using a different examination method to explore the facts ofthe
Irish independence movement provides an alternate viewpoint as
suggested by Davidson. 73 The different outcome of events is
obtained by looking at the broader social change over a longer period
oftime. This long-term examination of history is discussed by
French historian Fernand Braude! in his essay Time, History, and the
Social Sciences. Braude! wrote that to understand and correctly
interpret history and historical events, one must investigate evidence
over centuries to determine the real reason for occurrences in
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iuestion. 74 In this paper, I have examined nearly eight hundred years
Irish history to come to the conclusion that the Irish people won
freedom from the English by never relenting in either active or
'xxF+'il':

,'passive rebellion. This silent rebellion has never been recognized as
an historical event. After centuries of struggle, the oppressed Irish
people finally had enough of the religious persecution, economic
abuse, and ethnic discrimination forced upon them by the British.
These three ideological areas from which the rebellion springs is
fitting for Ireland, just as the Trinity reflects their faith, the three
fields form the Irish flag and those three green leaves form the eternal
Irish symbol- the shamrock. This similarity inclines me to call the
Irish struggle for independence the 'Shamrock Rebellion.' Saint
Patrick used the shamrock to teach the native Irish how to get to
heaven after life, and the Irish taught themselves how to get to life
after hell.
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LES STATUTS DE KILKENNY (1366) 75
~'/Statute

of the Fortieth Year ofKing Edward III., enacted in a
"trliament held in Kilkenny, A.D. 1367, before Lionel Duke of
Clarence, Lord Lieutenant ofIreland.
;~ereas at the conquest of the land of Ireland, and for a long time after, the
;.English of the said land used the English language, mode of riding and apparel,
were governed and ruled, both they and their subjects called Betaghes,
according to the English law, in which time God and holy Church, and their
franchises according to their condition were maintained and themselves lived in
due subjection; but now many English of the said land, forsaking the English
language, manners, mode of riding, laws and usages, live and govern themselves
according to the manners, fushion, and language of the Irish enemies; and also
have made divers marriages and alliances between themselves and the Irish
enemies aforesaid; whereby the said land, and the liege people thereof, the English
language, the allagiance due to our lord the Icing, and the English laws there, are
put in subjection and decayed, and the Irish enemies exalted and raised up,
contrary to reason; our lord the king considering the mischiefs aforesaid, in the
consequence of the grievous complaints of the commons of his said land, called to
his parliament held at Kilkenny, the Thursday next after the day of Cinders Ash
Wednesday in the fortieth year of his reign, before his well-beloved son, Lionel
Duke of Clarence, his lieutenant in his parts of Ireland, to the honour of God and
His glorious Mother, and of holy Church, and for the good government of the said
land, and quiet of the people, and for the better observation of the laws, and
punishment of evils doers there, are ordained and established by our said lord the
king,and his said lieutenant, and our lord the king's counsel there, which the assent
of the archbishops, bishops, abbots and priors (as to what appertains to them to
assent to), the earls, barons, and others the commons of the said land, at the said
parliament there being and assembled, the ordinances and articles under written,
to be held and kept perpetually upon the pains contained therein.

I. First, it is ordained, agreed to, and established, that holy Church shall be free,
and have all her franchises without injury, according to the franchises ordained
and granted by our lord the king, or his progenitors, by any statute or ordinance
made in England or in Ireland heretofore; and if any (which God forbid) do to the
contrary, and be excommunicated by the ordinary of the place for that cause, so
that satisfaction be not made to God and holy Church by the party so
excommunicated, within the month after such excommunication, that then, after
certificate thereupon being made, by the said ordinary, into the Chancery, a writ
75
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be directed to the sheriff, mayor, seneschal of franchise, or other officers of
lord the king, to take his body, and to keep him in prison without enlarging
by mainprize or bail, until satisfaction be made to God and holy Church,
' notwithstanding that the forty days be not passed; and that no prohibition from
Chancery be henceforth granted in any suit against the franchise of holy Church;
saving at all times the right for our lord the king, and of his crown; so that the
franchises of holy Church be not overturned or injured; and in case that by
suggestion of the party prohibition be granted, that as soon as the articles of
franchise shall be shown by the ordinary in the Chancery, a consultation shall
thereupon be granted to him without delay.
II. Also, it is ordained and established, that no alliance by marriage, gossipred,
fostering of children, concubinage or by amour, nor in any other manner, be
hencefoth made betweeen the English and Irish of one part, or of the other part;
and that no Englishman, nor other person, being at peace, do give or sell to any
Irishman, in time of peace or war, horses or armour, nor any manner of victuals in
time of war; and if any shall do to the contrary, and thereof be attainted, he shall
have judgment oflife and member, as a traitor to our lord the king.
III. Also, it is ordained and established, that every Englishman do use the English
language, and be named by an English name, leaving off entirely the manner of
naming used by the Irish; and that every Englishman use the English custom,
fashion, mode of riding and apparel, according to his estate; and if any English, or
Irish living amongst the English, use the Irish language amongst themselves,
contrary to the ordinance, and therof be attainted, his lands and tenements, if he
have any, shall be seized into the hands of his immediate lord, until he shall come
to one of the places of our lord the king, and fmd sufficient surety to adopt and
use the English language, and then he shall have restitution of his said lands or
tenements, his body shall be taken by any of the officers of our lord the king, and
commited to the next gaol, there to remain until he, or some other in his name,
shall find sufficient surety in the manner aforesaid: And that no Englishman who
shall have the value of one hundred pounds of land or of rent by the year, shall
ride otherwise than on a saddle in the English fashion; and he that shall do to the
contrary, and shall be thereof attainted, his horse shall be forfeited to our lord the
king, and his body shall be committed to prison, until he pay a fine according to
the king's pleasure for the contempt aforesaid; and also, that beneficed persons of
holy Church, living amongst the English, shall have the issues oftheir benefices
until they use the English language in the manner aforesaid; and they shall have
respite in order to learn the English language, and to provide saddles, between this
and the feast of Saint Michael next coming.
IV. Also, whereas diversity of government and different laws in the same land
cause difference in allegiance, and disputes among the people; it is agreed and
established, that no Englishman, having disputes with any other Englishman, shall
henceforth make caption, or take pledge, distress or vengeance against any other,
whereby the people may be troubled, but that they shall sue each other at the
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law; and that no Englislnnan be governed in the termination of their
by March law nor Brehon law, which reasonably ought not to, be called
~;,oeulg a bad custom; but they shall be governed, as right is, by the common
,;~f"th<> land, as liege subjects of our lord the king; and if any do to the contrary,
attainted, he shall be taken and imprisoned and adjudged as a
and that no difference of allegiance shall henceforth be made between the
born in born in Ireland, and the English born in England, by calling them
il'\g!lsn hobbe, or Irish dog, but that all be called by one, name, the English lieges
Lord the king; and he who shall be found doing to the contrary, shall be
punished by imprisonment for a year, and afterwards fined, at the king's pleasure;
by this ordinance it is not the intention of our Lord the king but that it shall be
rnwful for any one that he may take distress for service and rents due to them, and
damage feasant as the common law requires .
. Also, whereas the liege people of our lord the king of his land of Ireland, or the
wars of the same land cannot reasonably be controlled, unless the sale of victuals
be reasonably regulated, it is ordained and established as to the merchandizes
which are come, or shall come, to the same land by any merchants, and at
whjltever port, town or city they shall arrive, that before the said merchandizes be
put up to sale, the mayor, sovereign, bailiff, or other officer who shall have care of
the place where the said merchandizes shall be sold, do cause to come before
them two of the most respectable and sufficient men of the said place, who
meddle not in such merchandizes, and that the said mayor, seneschal, sovereign or
bailiff; with the said two persons, do cause to come before them the merchants to
whom the said merchandizes shall belong, and the sailors, and they shall be sworn
tmly to tell und show the amount of the first purchase prime cost of the said
merchandizes, and of the expenses on them to the port, and thereupon that a
reasonable price be put upon the said merchandizes by the said mayor, seneschal,
bailiff or provost, and by the two discreet men aforesaid, without favour, as they
may be able to vouch before our lord the king's council of these parts; and at such
prices they shall be sold, without more being taken for them, upon forfeiture of
the same, although the said merchandizes should have there become chargeable
afterwards.
VI. Also, whereas a land, which is at war, requires that every person do render
himself able to defend himself, it is ordained, and established, that the commons
of the said land of Ireland, who are in the different marches at war, do not,
henceforth, use the plays which men call horlings, with great sticks and a ball
upon the ground, from which great evils and maims have arisen, to the weakening,
of the defence of the said land, and other plays which men call coiting; but that
they do apply and accustom themselves to use and draw bows, and throw lances,
and other gentlemanlike games, whereby the Irish enemies may be the better
checked by the liege people and commons of these parts; and if any do or practise
the contrary, and of this be attainted, they shall be taken and imprisoned, and fmed
at the will of our lord the king.
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whereas by conspiracies, confederacies, champerties, maintainors of
false swearers, retainers, sharers of damages, the liege commons of the
in pursuit of their rights are much disturbed, aggrieved, and deprived of
r.inheritance; it is ordained and established, that diligent inquiry be made of
every county, by the Justices to hold pleas in the chief place, and of their
!W-tainors, and that due and expeditious execution be had against those who
attainted thereof, according to the form of the Statute in this respect made
~England, without fine or redemption to be taken of them, that others may, by
speedy execution, be deterred from doing or maintaining such horrible acts
j;ontrary to law, in grievance of the said liege commons: and that, thereupon, the
i archbishops and bishops of the said land, each within his diocese, shall have
·~< letters patent of our lord the king, from his chancery of Ireland, to inquire of the
''···articles aforesaid when they think fit; and, thereupon, according to the law of holy
Church to proceed against them by censures, and to certify into the said Chancery
the names of those who shall be before them found guilty thereof, so that our lord
the king, to the honour of God and the holy Church, the government of his laws,
and the preservation of his said people, may inflict due punishment for the same.
VIII. Also, whereas, of right, no lay person whatsoever ought to meddle with
tithes, or any spiritual goods, against the will of the governors of the Church, to
whom tithes or such spiritual goods belong, it is ordained and established, that no
man, great or little, shall interfere with or take by sale, in any other manner,
manner, the tithes appertaining to holy Church or religion, by extortion or menace,
nor at a less price than they may be sold at to another, against the will of him to
whom the said tithes belong, and he who does to the contrary, and hereof shall be
attainted, shall make restitution to him who shall be aggrieved, if he will
complain, of the double of the said price, and make fme at the king's pleasure.
IX. Also, whereas persons guilty of disobedience to God and holy Church, and put
out of the communion of Christians, cannot, nor ought, of right, to be received to
the favour of our lord the king, or to the communion ofhis officers; it is ordained
and established, that when the archbishops, bishops and other prelates of holy
Chhrch, have excommunicated, interdicted or fulminated the censures of holy
Church against any English person or Irish, for reasonable cause, at the request of
our lord the king, or ex-officio, or at the suit of the party, that after the notification
of these censures shall come to our lord the king, nor into communion or alliance
with his ministers, nor to maintenance in their error by any of the liege people,
until they shall have made satisfaction to God and holy Church, and shall be
restored as the law of holy Church requires; and if a maintainor of such
excommunicated person be found and attainted against the ordinance aforesaid, he
shall be taken and imprisoned, and fined at the king's will.
X. Also, whereas divers wars have often heretofore been commenced and not
continued, nor brought to a good termination, but by the party taking from the
enemy at their departure a small tribute, whereby the said enemies were and are
the more emboldened to renew the war; it is agreed and established, that any war
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commenced hereafter, shall be undertaken by the council of our
by the advice of the lords, commons, and inhabitants of the marches
where the war shall arise; and shall be continued, and finished and
their advice and counsel; so that the Irish enemies shall not be
peace, until they shall be finally destroyed, or shall make restitution
costs and charges expended upon that war by their default and
and make reparation to those by whom the said charges and costs were
and moreover, pay a fine for the contempt at the king's will; and in case
i\liltages be taken and given to our lord the king, or to his officers, for
the peace, by any of the Irish, that, if they shall renew the war against the
Ebftheir peace, execution of their said hostages shall without without delay or
·· be made, according to the ancient customs of the said land in such case
for the better maintaining of peace, and doing right, as well to the Irish
~h enemies being at peace as to the English, it is ordained and established, that
. ..x•• . • Irishman, being at peace, by borrowing, or purchase of merchandize, or in
·.,;.•;,.~y other manner, become debtor to an English, or Irishman being at peace, that
·for this cause no other Irish person belonging to him, under him, or in subjectiom
nor his goods, shall be seized nor ransomed for such debt; but his remedy
shall be against the principal debtor, as the law requires. Let him be well advised
to give his merchandise to such person as he can have recovery from.
XII. Also, it is ordained and established, that in every peace to be henceforth
made, between our lord the king and his liege English of the one part, and the
Irish of the other·part, in every march of the land, there shall be comprised the
point which follows, that is to say, that no Irishman shall pasture or occupy the
lands belonging to English, or Irish being at peace, against the will of the lords of
the said lands; and if they so do, that it shall be lawful for the said said lords to
lead with them to their pound the said beasts so feeding or occupying their said
lands, in name of a for their rent and their damages, so that the beasts be not
divided nor scattered as heretofore has been done; but that they be kept altogether
as they were taken, in order to deliver them to the party in case that he shall come
to make satisfaction to the lords of the said lands reasonably, according to their
demand; and in case any one shall divide or seperate from each other the beasts so
taken, he shall be punished as a robber and disturber of the peace of our lord the
king; and if any Irish rise by force to the rescue of those reasonably taken, that it is
lawful for the said English to assist themselves by strong hand, without being
impeached in the court of our lord the king on this account; and that no
Englishman do take any distress upon any Irishman of any part between this and
the Feast of St. Michael next to come; so that the Irish of every part may be
warned in the meantime.
XIII. Also, it it is ordained that no Irishman of the nations of the Irish be admitted
into any cathedral or collegiate church by provision, collation, or presentation of
any person, nor to any benefice of Holy Church, amongst the English of the land;
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if any be admitted, instituted or inducted, into such benefice, it be held
·~·void, and the king, shall have the presentation of the said benefice for that
roidance, to whatever person the advowson of such benefice may belong, saving
right to present or make collation to the said benefice when it shall be vacant
time .
. Also, it is ordained and established that no religious house which is situate
s:afilongst the English be it exempt or not, shall henceforth receive any Irishmen to
profession, but may receive Englishmen without taking into consideration
whether they be born in England or in Ireland; and that any that shall act
otherwise, and thereof shall be attainted, their temporalties shall be seized into the
hands of our lord the king, so to remain at his pleasure; and that no prelates of
holy Church shall receive any ... to any orders without the assent and testimony
of his lord, given to him under his seal.
XV. Also, whereas the Irish agents who come amongst the English, spy out the
secrets, plans, and policies of the English, whereby great evils have often resulted;
it is agreed and forbidden, that any Irish agents, that is to say, pipers, story-tellers,
bablers, rimers, mowers, nor any other Irish agent shall come amongst the
English, and that no English shall receive or make gift to such; and that shall do
so, and be attainted, shall be taken, and imprisoned, as well the Irish agents as the
English who receive or give them any thing, and after that they shflll make fine at
the king's will; and the instruments of their agency shall forfeit to our lord the
king.
XVI. Also, it is agreed and assented, that no man's escape henceforth shall be
adjudged against any, by any inquest of office, before the party against whom the
escape ought to be adjudged, be himself put to answer or acknowledge the fact, or
plea of record, although heretofore, it has been otherwise practised.
XVII. Also it is agreed and assented that no man, of what estate or condition he
be, upon forfeiture of life or of members, shall keep kerns, hoblers nor idlemen in
land at peace, to aggrive the loyal people of our lord the king; but that he who will
have such shall keep them in the march at his own expense, without taking
anything from any person against his will: and if it happen that any man, whether
a kern or any other, shall take any mauner of victuals or other goods of any other
against his will, hue and cry shall be raised against him, and he shall be taken and
committed to gaol if he will surrender himself; and if not, but he rise to make
resistance by force, so that he will not suffer the attachment, it shall be done to
him as to open robbers; and such marmer of taking shall be considered a robbery;
and in case such malefactors fly from the attachment, so that no man can take
them, then his lord or leader shall answer for him, and shall make satisfaction to
the party who has been damaged; and if he shall have made satisfaction to the
party, the king shall end the flight against him as well for himself as for the party;
and those who do not rise at such hue and cry shall be holden and punished as
maintainors of felons; and if any man keep or maintain kerns, hoblers, or idlemen,
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'otherwise than is abovesaid, he shall be in judgment of life and members, and his
, funds und tenements shall be forfeited.
XVIII. Also, that it shall be proclaimed that all those who are now idlemen, and
are willing to take land of the king, shall come to the Lord duke, lieutenant of our
lord the king of Ireland, the chancellor or treasurer of the king, and shall take
waste lands of the king, in fee or to farm, and if they wish to take of other lords,
they shall come to them, or to their seneschal, in like manner. And that no
marcher, or other shall hold parley or alliance with any Irish or English who shall
be against peace, without leave of the Court, or in the presence of the sheriff of
our lord the king, or the wardens of the peace, that they may see that such parley
or alliance is for common and not for particular benefit; and he who does to the
contrary, shall be imprisoned, and make fine at the kings will.
XIX. Also, it is ordained and established, that if any of the lineage, or of the
adherents or retainers of any chieftain of English lineage, within the land of
lreland, whom the said chieftain can correct, shall commit any trespass or felony,
the said chieftain, after he shall have had notice thereof; shall cause the said
malefuctor to be taken and commit him to the next gaol, there to remain until he
shall be delivered by law; and if the said chieftain shall not do so, that his body
shall be taken for the said malefactor, and detained in prison until the body of the
malefactor be given up to the court of our lord the King, to be amenable to justice
as is above said; and nevertheless the said chieftain for the contempt shall be fined
at the king's will, and make satisfaction to the party so aggrieved.
XX. Also, it is agreed and assented that one peace and war be throughout the
entire land, so that if any Irish or English shall make a hostile inroad in any
county, the counties surrounding them shall make war and harrass them in their
marches, so soon as they shall be warned by the wardens of the peace of the said
county, or by the sheriff where the war shall arise; and if they shall not so do, they
shall be held as maintainors of felons; and if they of the country where the war
arises, suffer their marches to be laid waste by the enemy, and will not rise to
check the malice of the enemy after they shall be reasonably warned by the
wardens of the peace, or by the sheriff, or proclamation has been made publicly
throughout the said county, that then they shall be considered as maintainors of
felons.
XXI. Also, whereas divers people commit divers robberies and felonies in
franchises, and fly with their goods into guildable lands, so that the officers of the
franchises are unable to execute their office there, or to take the felons or their
goods, but they are there with their goods received; and in like marmer divers
people who commit divers robberies and felonies in guildable lands, fly with their
goods into franchises, so that the officers of our lord the King cannot there
execute their office, nor take the felons with their goods, but they are there with
their goods received: it is agreed and assented that if any officer of a franchise
make pursuit after any such felon into guildable land, that those of the guildable
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shall assist to take such felon, and to deliver him to said officer, together with
found with him, and thereupon deliver up both his body and goods to
officer to do that which to law appertains; and that those of a franchise
act in like manner towards the sheriff of our lord the king, or his officers that
make pursuit after such felons, who commit felonies and fly with their goods
franchises; and if any man commit felony in one county, and fly into another
county, or into a franchise, and shall remain there, that the sheriff of that county
,,where the felony was committed shall have power to order by his precepts, the
~sheriffs or seneschals of the parts where the said felon remains, as well within
· franchises as without, to take the body of the said felon, and to send it back; and
the said sheriffs and seneschals shall be obedient each in such case to the
order of the other. And if any person of guildable land or of franchise shall rise in
aid of such misdoers, so that the officers cannot excecute their office on them, that
they shall be considered as notorious felons as those who commit the robberies,
and be punished in the same manner. And if the officers aforesaid be remiss in the
execution of the orders aforesaid, and thereof be attainted, that they shall be
condemned to prison, and make fine at the king's will. And it is not the intention
of the King nor of the council, that, by such entry into a franchise, or order to the
seneschal, the franchise shall be injured.
~goods

XXII. Also, whereas divers people enfeof their children or other strangers of their
lands, and give their goods and chattels by fraud and collusion, in order to bar and
delay our lord the King of his debt, and parties of their action; and also make
many feofrnents of their lands and tenements, in order to have divers vouchers,
and abate writs; it is agreed and assented that if such alienors or feoffors take the
profit of the said lands and tenements after such alienations or enfeofrnents made,
that they, notwithstanding the said feigned alienations or feofrnents made, shall be
adjudged tenants to all the writs purchased, and that they shall not vouch any of
the persons so enfeofed; and that our lord the King, and the parties, shall have
execution and recovery of the lands, goods and chattels so aliened, as well as of
the proper goods and chattels of the said alienors; and if it happen that any man, in
purposing to levy war against the king, or to commit any felony, do enfeof any
person of his land, in order to commit such felonies and treasons after the
enfeofrnent, and if afterwards he be attainted of the treasons or felonies abovesaid,
that the lands aforesaid, into whatever hands they shall come, shall be forfeited,
notwithstanding the feofrnent, as if they were in his hand the very clay of the
felony committed: and this ordenance shall have place in respect to feofrnents on
this account, as well heretofore made as hereafter to be made.

XXIII. Also, in every county there shall be appointed four of the most substsntial
men of the county, to be wardens of the peace, who shall have full power to assess
horsemen-at-arms, hoblers and footmen, each according to the value and quantity
of his lands, goods and chattels, so that they shall be ready whensoever there shall
be occasion for them, to arrest the malice of the enemy, according, to what they
shall be assessed by the wardens aforesaid; and that the said wardens, after array
made in manner aforesaid, shall review the said men-at-arms, hoblers, and
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t)tmen, from month to month, in a certain place in the county, where they shall
do the same in ease of the people: and if the said wardens shall find
'rebel who will not obey their commands, they shall have ,power to attach
!llld commit them to the next gaol, there to remain until the law shall take its
''ilourse respecting them. And if the wardens of the peace shall be remiss or
1
';s'i'fd .:i .negligent in performing their duty, and thereof be attainted, that then they shall be
,
and imprisoned, and make fine at the king's will. And if any one so chosen a
warden shall refuse to receive the king's commission, he shall be taken and
imprisoned, and his lands seized into the hands of our lord the king, and so shall
remain until the king shall have otherwise ordained concerning him; andthe said
wardens shall make oath legally to perform their duty in the manner abovesaid.
XXIV. Also, it is ordained that the marshals of the one bench, and of the other,
and within franchises do not henceforth take for their fee more than they take in
England; that is to say five pence, as it has been proved to the council that they do
in England, according to the Statute in England in this behalf provided; and this
after a man shall be acquitted or convicted, and finally delivered out of the court,
and not before; and if they do to the contrary, and thereof be attainted, their
bailiwicks, shall be seized into the king's hand at the complaint of him who shall
be aggrieved contrary to this Statute, and shall moreover make satisfaction to
those who shall be so damaged by them, and be detained in prison until their
satisfaction be made. Also, that the marshal of the Exchequer shall only take half
a mark every term while a man remains in his custody for arrears of account or for
the king's debt; and he who does to the contrary, and thereof shall be attainted,
· shall suffer as is abovesaid. And that no constable of castles, within franchise or
without, shall take of any prisoner put into his custody for his fee but only five
pence, except the constable of the Castle of Dyvelin, which is the king's chief
castle in Ireland, by reason that it has been proved to the council that he is entitled
to take more, and from ancient time has done so; and he who does otherwise, and
thereof shall be attainted, his office of constable shall be seized into the hands of
the king, and he who shall have acted so shall be taken and imprisoned until he
make satisfaction to the party, and pay a fme to the king. And that the marshals or
constables aforesaid within franchises or without, shall not put the prisoners
which they have in their custody to distress and severity of punishment, for the
purpose of obtaining individual profit or suit; and if they shall do so they shall be
taken and detained in prison until they shall have rendered double to him from
whom they have received such wrongful profit, and shall moreover pay a fine to
the king. And hereupon writs shall be issued to every place of the land where there
is a marshal or constable, as well within franchise as without, commanding the
justice of each place, and also the treasurer and barons of the Exchequer, to cause
charge to be given to the marshal of their place, that they do not take of any
person otherwise than as aforesaid; and to inquire from them from time to time
respecting those who do the contrary, and to punish them in the form abovesaid.
XXV. Also, it is ordained and established that if any man commit felony, and
shall fly, or be attainted by outlawry, or in any other way, whereby his goods and
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chattels shall be forfeited to the king, that the sheriffs of the same county where
the said felonies are committed shall seize the said goods and chattels into the
king's hands, into whatever hands they may have afterwards come; and that our
lord the king shall be answered in respect thereof in their accounts; and if they put
such goods and chattels into any custody, they shall put them into such custody,
that they will be able to answer for them, and that such shall not be exchanged, as
it has been practised before this time.

XXVI. Also it is ordained that if truce or peace be made by the justices, or
wardens of the peace, or the sheriff, between English and Irish, and they shall be
broken by any English, and thereof be attainted, he shall be taken and put in
prison until satisfaction be made by him to those who shall be disturbed or injured
by that occasion, and he shall moreover make fine at the King's will; and if there
is not wherewith to make restitution to those who shall be injured, he shall remain
in perpetual confinement. And such wardens and sheriffs shall have power to
inquire concerning those who shall have broken the peace.

:XXVII. Also, it is ordained that if dispute shall arise between English and
English, whereby the English on one side and on the other shall gather to to
themselves English and Irish being at peace, there to remain to make war upon
and aggrieve the other, to the great damage and destruction of the King's liege
people; it is agreed and assented that no English shall be so daring as to make war
with each other, or henceforward to draw away any English or Irish at peace for
such purpose, and if they shall so do, and thereof be attainted, there shall be
judgement oflife and members, and their goods forfeited.

XXVIII. Also, it is agreed that no man of what state or condition he be, shall
make any marmer of disturbance against any of the officers of our Lord the King,
whereby he may be unable to execute his office; and he who so does, and thereof
shall be attainted, shall be taken and imprisoned, and make fme at the King's
pleasure,

XXIX. Also it is ordained that no English, being common malefactors, or
common robbers or barrators, shall be maintained by any of the King's court, nor
by the great or little of the land, upon the peril that awaits it, that is to say, that if
he be a lord of the franchise, he shall lose his franchise, and if any other person, he
shall be taken and make fine at the King's pleasure.

XXX. Also, it is ordained that the chief serjeants of fees, and their attorneys, do
duly execute the writs of the King, and of his sheriffs, as they ought to do; and if
they shall not so do, and thereof be attainted, their bailiwicks shall be seised into
the King's hands, and their bodies be sent to prison: and that henceforth they shall
not lease their bailiwicks at a higher rent than anciently it was, according to what
by the Statute thereupon made in England is ordained.

XXXI. Also, whereas the surmuonses of the Exchequer of our Lord the King, of
Ireland, come to divers sheriffs and seneschals of franchise, to levy the debts of

divers sums of the said debts off divers persons of counties and franchises,
1,1ot discharge them in their accounts at the Exchequer, but excuse
\l,inselves by the seJjeants of fee and their deputies, whereby the payment of the
of our Lord the King is so retarded and delayed, and the people greatly
in this respect, that they are not discharged of the money that they have
it is agreed and assented, that when the sheriffs and seneschals of Louth,
:Meath, Trim, Dublin, Kildare, Catherlogh, Kilkenny, Wexford, Waterford, and
'Tipperary, shall come to render up their accounts before the treasurer and barons,
issues of their bailiwicks, that the seJjeants of the fee that shall be prese1,1t,
and the deputies of those that shall be out of the land, shall be distrained to come
into the Exchequer, and there remain with the said sheriffs and seneschals, until
the said sheriffs and seneschals shall have fully accounted; and if it shall so be,
that the said sheriffs and seneschals can charge the said serjeants or their deputies,
that they have received the King's money of any one, and have not made payment
to the said sheriffs or seneschals, and they thereupon shall be attainted, their
bodies shall remain in custody of the marshal, until satisfaction be made to our
Lord the King, for his money, in discharge of the debtors of our Lord the King, or
of the said sheriffs or seneschals, if they have wherewithal, and if not, that they
shall remain in prison until they be delivered by the council, and nevertheless the
sheriff and seneschals shall be charged therewith in their accounts as before. And
that all debts levied by the seJj eants be paid to the sheriffs by indenture made
between them; so that when the said seJjeants shall come on the account of the
sheriff in the Exchequer, they may show their indenture, and prove from whom
they have received the King's money, and from whom not. And whereas the
counties of Connaught Kerry, Cork, and Limerick, are so far from the court, that
the seJjeants of the said counties carmot conveniently come to the said Exchequer,
to be present on the accounts ofthe sheriffs and seneschals of the said counties, as
other seJjeants do, it is agreed and assented that when one of the barons, or a clerk
assigned by the treasurer and baron, shall come by the commission of the
Exchequer to the parts aforesaid, in order to examine the truth, and to deny the
debt of our Lord the King, the seJjeants of the said counties or their deputies shall
then remain with the said baron or clerk, as long as the said sheriffs and
seneschals shall remain, and if it shall happen that they shall have received any
part thereof from any person, without making payment to the said sheriffs or
seneschals, in the manner aforesaid, that then they shall be arrested, and suffer the
punishment aforesaid.
XXXII. Also, whereas the fees of sheriffs are settled by statute, and the sheriffs in
the land of Ireland take in their to urns of every barony in their bailiwick, one mark
yearly, and of every market town at a time, twenty shillings, ten shillings, and half
a mark, to the great oppression of the people; it is agreed and assented that the
aforesaid sheriffs shall hold their toums twice in the year, that is to say, after the
feast of Saint Michael, and after Easter; and that they shall take only forty pence
off every barony at each toum, however numerous the market towns or boroughs
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within the said barony: and if he be so paid by the lord of the barony,
he be requested or invited to eat he shall take nothing; and that no clerks of
, sheriffs on account of such to urn shall take any thing; and also, that from
[~eforth no money shall be levied out of any ploughland, nor in any other
s,\''jU!lnner, on account of executing this office, except half a mark yearly as is
''Dll:('oresaid; and if any person shall act contrary to the ordinance aforesaid, and
attainted, he shall be committed to prison, and moreover, shall render to
' , those from whom he shall have taken any thing of this account against the said
otdinance, double thereof if they will complain, and shall moreover make fme at
the King's will. And that no sheriffs of franchises, who of reason ought to have
certain fees from the lords of the said franchise for executing their office, shall
take any thing for their tourns from the people of their bailiwicks, but shall
consider themselves paid by what they shall receive from the said lords of
franchises; and if they do so, and thereof be attainted, they shall suffer the same
punishment.

XXXlll. Also, whereas the commons of the said land complain that they are in
divers ways distressed by want of servants, whereof the justices appointed for
labourers, are a great cause, by reason that the common labourers are for the
greatest part absent, and fly out of the said land; it is agreed and assented, that,
because living and victuals are dearer than they were wont to be, each labourer in
his degree, according to the discretion of two of the most substantial and discreet
men of the city, town, borough, village, or hamlet, in the country where he shall
perform his labour, shall receive his maintenance reasonably, in gross or by the
day, and if they will not do so, nor be obedient, they shall be taken before the
mayor, seneschal, sovereign, provost or baillif of the cities or towns where they
are, or by the sheriff of the county, and put in prison, until the coming of the
justices assigned, who will come twice in the year into every county and the
justice of the chief place, who shall award due punishment for the same, and right
to the parties who shall feel themselves aggrieved thereby. And that no labour
shall pass beyond sea; and in case that he shall do so and shall return, he shall be
taken and put in prison for a year, and afterwards make fine at the King's will.
And moreover, writs shall be issued to the sheriffs, mayors, seneschals,
sovereigns, and bailiffs, of counties, cities and towns throughout the land where
the sea reaches, commanding them that they do not suffer any such passage of
labourers. And it is also agreed that the commissions issued to justices of
labourers in every county he repealed, and that henceforth none such be granted.
XXXIV. Also, it is agreed and established, that in maintenance of the execution of
the Statutes aforesaid, two prudent men, learned in the law, having with them two
of the most substantial men of the county, by the King's council associated, be
assigned by commission to iquire twice a year in every county respecting, those
who shall break the articles aforesaid, and to hear and determine such cases
thereunder as shall come before them by indictment, or at the suit of the party, and
of the different other articles which shall be contained in the said commission,
according to the penalties thereof in the said statutes contained, without doing
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to any one, and to certify unto the Chancery from time to time that which
shall have been done therein .
. Also, our lord the duke ot Clarence, lieutenant of our lord the King, in
and the council of our said lord the King there, the earls, barons and
&dnnnons of the land aforesaid, at this present Parliament assembled, have
:fequested the archbishops and bishops, abbots, priors and other persons of
,f~ligion, that they do cause to be excommunicated, and do excommunicate the
[''persons contravening the statutes and ordinances aforesaid, and the other censures
' of holy church to fulminate against them, if any, by rebellion of heart, act against
the statutes and ordinances aforementioned. And we, Thomas archbishop of
Duvelin Dublin, Thomas archbishop of Cashel, John archbishop of Thueme
Tuam, Thomas bishop, of Lismore and Waterford, Thomas bishop ofKillalo,
William bishop ofOssorie, John bishop ofLeighlin, and John bishop ofClon,
being present in the said parliament, at the request of our said most worthy lord
the Duke of Clarence, lieutenant of our lord the King, in Ireland, and the lords and
commons aforesaid, against those contravening the Statutes and ordenances
aforesaid, passing over the time preceding, do fulminate sentence of
excommunication, and do excommunicate them by this present writing, we and
each of us reserving absolution for ourselves and for our subjects if we should be
in peril of death.
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Crown of Ireland Ace

6

Crown oflreland Act 1542
1542 c.l 33_Hen_8
An Act that the King of England, his Heirs and Successors, be Kings of

Ireland.
[I.] The King's highnesse, his heyres and successours, Kings of England, be
alwayes Kings of Ireland, and that his Majestic, his heyres and successours, have
the name, stile, title, and honour of King oflreland, with all maner honours,
preheminences, prerogatives, dignities, and other things whatsoever they be to the
estate and majestic of a King imperial! appertayning or belonging; and that his
majestic, his heyres and successours, be from henceforth named, called, accepted,
reputed, and taken to be Kings of Ireland, to have, hold and enjoy the said stile,
title, majestic, and honours of King of Ireland, with all maner preheminences,
prerogatives, dignities, and all other the premisses unto the King's highnesse, his
heyres and successours for ever, as united and knit to the imperial crown of
England.
II.
High treason by writing, deed, print, or act to occasion disturbance to his crown of
Ireland, in name, stile, &c. The forfeiture. Saving the rights of others.
Statute Law Database. United Kingdom Office of Public Sector Information 2006
(www.statutelaw.gov.uk), Dec 2008.
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if anie person or persons, of what estate, dignitie, or condition soever they or
subject, or resiant within Ireland, by writing or imprinting, or by any
z'¢xterior act or deede, maliciously procure or doe, or cause to be procured or done,
anything or things to the peril! of the King's majesties most royal! person, or
' maliciously give occasion by writing, deede, print, or act, whereby the King's
majestie, his heyres or successors, or any of them might be disturbed or
interrupted of the crown of Ireland, or of the name, stile, or title thereof, or by
writing, deede, print, or act, procure or doe, or cause to be procured or done, any
thing or things, to the prejudice, slaunder, disturbance, or derogation of the King's
majestie, his heyres or successors, in, of or for the crowne of Ireland, or in, of or
for the name, title, or stile thereof, whereby his Majestie, his heyres or successors,
or any of them might be disturbed or interrupted in body, name, stile, or title of
inheritance, of, in, or to the crowne of Ireland, or of the name, stile, title, or
dignitie of the same, that then every such person and persons; of what estate,
degree or condition they be, subject or resiants within Ireland, and their aidours,
counsaylours, mainteyners, and abbetours therein, and everie of them, for everie
such offence, shall be adjudged high traytors, and everie such offence shall be
adjudged and deemed high treason, and the offendours, their aydors, counsailours,
maintaynours, and abbetours therein, and every of them being lawfully convicted
of any such offence, by presentment, verdict, confession, or proofes, according to
the customes and laws of Ireland, [be liable to imprisonment for life], as in cases
of high treason; and also shall lose and forfeit unto the King's highnesse, and to
his heyres, Kings oflreland, all such his mannors, !andes, tenements, rents,
reversions, annuities, and hereditaments, which they had in possession as owner,
and were sole seised in their own right, of, by, or in any title or meanes, or in any
other person or persons, had to their use of any estate of inheritance, at the day of
any such treason and offences by them committed and done. And that also every
such offendour shall lose and forfeit to the King's highnesse, and to his said
heyres, as well all manner such estates of freehold, and interest for yeares of lands
and rents, as all the goods, cartels and debts, which they or any of them had, at the
time of their conviction or attaindour of, or for any such offence, saving alway to
every person and persons, and bodies politique, their heyres, successours, and
assignes, and to every of them, other then such persons as shall be so convicted or
attainted, their heyres and successours, and all other clayming to their use, all such
right, title, use, interest, possession, condition, rents, fees, offices, annuities,
commons and profites, which they or any of them shall happen to have, in, to or
upon any such manors, lands, tenements, rents, reversions, services, annuities, and
hereditaments, wl)ich so shall happen to be lost and forfeited, by reason and
occasion of any of the treasons or offences above rehearsed, any time before the
said treasons or offences committed or done.
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LAWS IN IRELAND FOR THE
SUPPRESSION OF POPERY
commonly known as the
PENAL LAWS
77

CRIMINAL LAW
7 Will Ill c.21 (1695):
An Act for the better suppressing tories ... and for preventing ... heinous
crimes
Sec. 1. Forasmuch as by the late rebellion in this kingdom a great part thereof
hath been left waste and desolate, and the frequent robberies, murders, and other
notorious felonies committed by robbers, rapparees and tories upon their keeping
hath greatly discouraged the re-planting thereof, the papist inhabitants chusing
rather to suffer strangers to be robbed than to apprehend or convict the offenders,
ofwhom the greatest part are of the same country, and harboured by the
inhabitants, the inhabitants of every barony and county shall make full satisfaction
for all robberies, burglaries, burning of houses or haggards of com, killing or
maiming of cattle, which shall be committed by robbers, rapparees, or tories
within such barony or county, such sum to be levied on the popish inhabitants if
the robbers be papist, and on the protestant inhabitants if the robbers be protestant,
and pro rata if the robbers be both papist and protestant.
7 Will III c.21 (1695):
An Act for the better suppressing tories ... and for preventing ... heinous
crimes
Sections 2-6. Detail the procedures for collecting the satisfuction. Sec. 3 provides
the complainant may sue any one inhabitant of the appropriate religion and
execute judgement on him, and the rest of the inhabitants are then taxed rateably
toward an equal contribution for the relief of the inhabitant who had to pay.
9 Will III c.5 (1697):
An Act... to prevent the return of subjects who have gone into the dominions
of the French King..
Sec. 1. All convictions for high treason in the late rebellion not reversed or
pardoned by the 27th day of July 1697, other than those already judged, or judged
within the next two years, to be comprehended within the articles of Limerick,
shall remain effectual in law forever, any error or future pardon by his Majesty
notwithstanding.
77

M. Patricia Schaeffer, Laws in Ireland for the Suppression ofPopery commonly known as The
Penal Laws (University of Minnesota, 2000).
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. All papists guilty of the said rebellion who are found by a jury to have
been slain in their rebellion before the 3rd day of October, 1691, shall be
Jivicted hereby of high treason, and attainted, and forfeit all estates real and
~I'Sonal as though they had judgement against them in their lives.

Provided nothing in this act shall extend to the prejudice of any protestant
by descent or bona fide purchase, any honours or estate, real or personal,
from such dead papists.
cl~roing

9 Will III c.5 (1697):
An Act... to prevent the return of subjects who have gone into the dominions
ofthe French King..
Sec. 5-6. Commissions are set up to investigate what papists died in the late
rebellion and what property they possessed. Persons aggrieved by such findings
may have trial of the truth of such findings within one year of such fmdings.
9 Will Ill c.5 (1697):
An Act... to prevent the return of subjects who have gone into the dominions
ofthe French King ..
Sec. 10 Nothing in this Act shall affect any estates of any protestant, or person
who professed to be protestant on 27th July 1697 and continued so until death
9 Will Ill c.9 (1697):
An Act ... for the better execution of ... an Act for the better suppressing tories
and rapparees etc.
Sec. 1. Where any person be murdered, maimed, or dismembered by any robber,
tory, or rapparee, and the offenders not killed or apprehended within 6 months
after the offence, the grand jury shall charge upon the popish or protestant
inhabitants of the county according as the number of such robbers, tories, or
rapparees be papists, or reputed papists, or protestants, in the case of murder, a
sum not to exceed 20 pounds, and in case of maim or dismembering, not to
exceed 10 pounds, to the use of the victim's widow, children ore next relation, or
to the person maimed or dismembered. Sees. 2-12 set out the procedures for
execution of the satisfaction
2 Ann c.5 (1703):
An Act to make it High Treason in this Kingdom to impeach the Succession
of the Crown ...
Sec. 1. FORASMUCH as the foture security ofyour Majesty's protestant subjects
of this kingdom doth (next under Goclj depend upon the safety ofyour Majesty's
royal person and upon the succession in the protestant line, and forasmuch as it
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manifestly appears that the papists of this kingdom, and other disaffected
r;~~EfJ¢tsons, do still entertain hopes of disappointing the said succession, if any
;~~j>~~:rson shall endeavour to hinder that succession by any overt act or deed, such
c;·'olfense shall be adjudged high treason.
6Annc.1 (1707):
An Act for explaining and amending two several acts against tories, robbers,
and rapparees
Sec 5. Whereas the papists of this kingdom do frequently keep private intelligence
with the French and other enemies, by means whereof several parts of the coasts
are infested and insulted by French privateers chiefly manned by Irish papists,
who have robbed several of her Majesty'sfaithfol subjects, reimbursement for
such losses shall be applotted and levied on the lands, goods and chattels of the
popish inhabitants of the country where the robbery shall be committed.
9 Geo II c.6 (1735):
An Act for continuing and amending several Statutes now near expiring
Sec. 5. Any person suffering loss by robberies committed by privateers during
time of war with any popish state or prince may have reimbursement levied on the
lands, goods, and chattels of all popish inhabitants of the county where such
robbery shall be committed.

RELIGIOUS PRACTICE
8.01
7 Will Ill c.14 (1695):
An Act declaring which days in the year shall be observed as holy-days
Sec. 1. Whereas many idle persons refuse to work at their lawful calling on
several days in the year, on pretence that the same is dedicated to some saint, or
pretended saint, for whom they have or pretend to have reverence, and chuse to
spend such days in idleness, drunkenness, and vice, to the scandal of religion, no
other day except those days listed herein, or some other day set apart by order of
his Majesty, shall be kept holy. Any common labourer or servant who shall refuse
to work for the usual and accustomed wages on any other day, shall forfeit two
shillings on conviction. If such offender fuil to pay the fine, he shall be publickly
whipped.
8.02
7 Will III c.14 (1695):
An Act declaring which days in the year shall be observed as holy-days
Sec. 2-3. Any constable who refuses to execute this punishment shall himself be
bound over for contempt, and if found guilty, fined not more that 20 shillings.
Provided no justice of the peace shall execute this statute for offenses against his
own personal interests, or where complaint was made more than 10 days after the
offence.
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6-7. No person shall bury any dead in any suppressed monastery, abbey, or
•convent, upon pain of forfeiting ten pounds, which sum shall be recovered from
any person present at the burial, one half to the informer, one half to the minister
and church wardens of the parish where such offences shall be committed..
Appeal may be made to the next judges of assize or to the justices at the next
quarter sessions.
8.03
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 26. Whereas the superstitions ofpopery are greatly increased by the
pretended sanctity ofplaces, especially of a place called St. Patrick's Purgatory
in the county of Donegal, and of wells to which pilgrimages are made by vast
numbers, all such meetings and assembles shall be adjudged riots, and unlawful
assemblies, and punishable as such, and all sheriffS, justices of the peace and other
magistrates shall be diligent in putting the laws against offenders into due
execution.
8.04
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 27. All persons so assembling contrary to this Act shall forfeit ten shillings,
one half to the informer, one half to the poor of the parish where such offender
shall be convicted.
And if such offender shall not pay said sum, he shall be committed to a constable
to be publickly whipped.
And all persons who at such assemblies build booths or sell ale, victuals, or other
commodities, shall forfeit twenty shillings, to be levied by sale of such goods, and
in default of such sale, by imprisonment until paid.
And magistrates are required to demolish all crosses, pictures, and inscriptions
that are anywhere publickly set up and which are the occasion of popish
superstitions.
8.05
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 21. Any 2 justices of the peace may sununon any popish person of sixteen
years or upwards, to appear in three days and give testimony on oath where and
when he heard or was present at the celebration of the popish mass, and who
celebrated the same, and who were present at the celebration thereof, and likewise
touching the residence of any popish priest or any popish schoolmaster who may
be disguised, concealed, or itinerant in the country, and also to fully answer to all
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circumstances and things touching on such popish persons.
person not appearing, or answering, shall be committed to the common gabl
twelve months, unless he or she pay down a sum not exceeding twenty
for the use of the poor of the parish.
rovided that such examination shall be only of such offenses committed within
days before such examination, and shall not subject the party examined to
penalty, or be used in evidence against him, unless said person is indicted for
having committed wilful petjury in such examination

An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 23. Any two justices of the peace, by warrant directed to any sheriff or
constable, may summon any man of 16 years and upward, to appear before such
justices, and take and subscribe the oath of abjuration.
And if such person not appear, or refuse to take the oath, he may be committed to
the common gaol or house of correction for three months, unless he pay a sum not
to exceed forty shillings as said justices may require, to the use of the poor, and
such offender shall be forever incapable of having a license to bear arms.
And three months after such refusal, two justices may summon such offender to
take the oath, and if he shall not appear or refuse again, may commit him to gaol
for six months, unless he pay a sum not to exceed 10 pounds, nor under 5 pounds,
to the use of the poor, and the offender be bound with two sufficient sureties to
appear at the next assizes or gaol delivery and to be of good behaviour.
At which assizes or quarter sessions the said oath shall be tendered to said
offender by the justices of assize in their open assizes, or quarter sessions and if
said offender shall refuse to take the oath, he shall incur the penalties of
praemunire.
8.Q7
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 24. Provided that any of those protestant dissenters called Quakers, who
scruple taking any oath, who produces a certificate under the hands and seals of
six credible men of his society, owning him to be one of them, and who
subscribes a declaration to same effect as the oath of abjuration, as well as the
declaration against transubstantiation, shall be exempted from the penalties of this

Act
8.08
6 Geo I c.S (1719):
An Act for exempting the Protestant Dissenters of this Kingdom from certain
Penalties, ...
Sec. 13. Nothing in this act on behalf of protestant dissenters shall extend to give
any ease of advantage to any person professing the popish religion, nor to any
person who shall deny the doctrine ofthe blessed Trinity.
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OFFICES and EMPLOYMENT
10.1
English Statute 3 Will & Marv c.2 (1691):
An Act for the Abrotmtin!! the Oath of Su

other Oaths
Sec.l-3 . No person residing in Ireland shall be obliged to take the oath of
supremacy of 1 Eliz. Ch 1, but the oaths appointed to be taken by this present act
shall be taken by those persons who were required by the said act, or any other
statute made in Ireland, to take the abrogated oath. That is to say: all bishops and
archbishops oflreland, all persons above the degree of baron, all persons in
Ireland having any employment or office ecclesiastical, civil or military, the head
and fellows of the University of Dublin, master of any hospital or school,
barrister, clerk in chancery, attorney, and professor of Law, Physick or other
science. All prior acts, to the extent that they required the oath of supremacy, are
repealed ..
1.02
English Statute 3 Will & Mary c.2 (1691):
An Act for the Abro!!atin!! the Oath of Su
other Oaths
Sec.4. Every person that shall become a barrister at law, attorney, clerk, or other
officer of the court in Ireland shall take the oaths of allegiance and abhorrence and
make the declaration against transubstantiation in open court between nine and
twelve in the forenoon, and said fact shall be recorded, before he shall be admitted
to practice.
And all persons that shall be admitted into any office or employment,
ecclesiastical or civil, who should have taken the oaths required by 1 Eliz. c. 1,
shall take the said oaths and make said declaration.
1.04
English Statute 3 Will & Mary c.2 (1691):
An Act for the Abro!!atin!! the Oath of Su
other Oaths
Sec. 7 If any peer of Ireland or member of the house of commons, or barrister,
attorney, clerk, etc. shall offend contrary to this act, he shall be disabled to hold
any office or place of trust or profit, ecclesiastical, civil, or military, sit or vote in
Parliament, sue in court, be guardian to any child, or executor of any person, or
capable of any legacy or gift, and shall forfeit 500 pounds to be recoverable by any
informer who will sue for the same.
1.041
English Statute 3 Will & Mary, c. 2 (1691):
An Act for the Abro!!atin!! the Oath of Su
other Oaths
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9. Persons may take the oaths in England, instead of in Ireland, and it will be

11, 13. Nothing in this Act shall limit the right of any person covered by the
Articles of Limerick who has since returned and submitted to their Majesties'
Y/L;>"· obedience, to practise his profession of barrister, clerk in chancery, attorney, or
practicer in Law or Physick, provided such person make his claim before the
Court of Kings Bench in Ireland on or before the last day ofMichaelmas term
next, and such claim be allowed and recorded. Provided nevertheless, if such
person practises his calling before he takes the oath to be faithful and bear true
allegiance to their Majesties and records the same, he shall forfeit 500 pounds to
the informer and be judged incapable of ever exercising said profession.
1.05
10 Will III c.13 (1698):
An Act to prevent Papists being Solicitors
Sec. 1. Whereas by experience in this kingdom papist solicitors are the common
disturbers of the peace of his Majesty's subjects in general, and whereas there are
great number ofpapist solicitors practising within the several courts of law and
equity, by whose numbers and the daily increase of them, great mischiefs are
likely to ensue, no person shall practice as a solicitor or agent in any suit in law or
equity, who has not taken the oaths prescribed by English 3&4 Will & Mary, c.2,
and subscribed to the declaration against transubstantiation
lp.06
10 Will III c.13 (1698):
An Act to prevent Papists being Solicitors
Sec.1, cont. For every such offence, such person shall forfeit 100 pounds to the
informer, and be incapable of acting as executor or administrator, or take any
benefit by legacy, gift, grant oflands, goods or chattels.
1.07
10 Will III c 13 (1698):
An Act to prevent Papists being Solicitors
Sec. 2-4. Such person must also educate his children in the protestant religion
Excepted from this act are persons acting on their own behalf, menial servants on
behalf of their master, and persons who were solicitors or agents in the reign of
King Charles II and comprehended within the articles of Limerick.
1.08
English Statute 1 Ann stat 2, c.21 (1702):
An Act for enlarging the Time for taking the Oath of Abjuration ....
Sec. 4,5. Every person that shall bear any office military or civil, or shall receive
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grant from her Majesty, or shall have command or place of trust under her
':Majesty in Ireland, shall take the revised oath of abjuration, as well as the other
and declaration against transubstantiation required by {English) 3 Will. and
ch 2. All ecclesiastical persons, masters, head, and fellows of the university
of Dublin, school-teachers, and barristers, attorneys, solicitors, proctors, and
notaries in Ireland shall take such oath of abjuration during Easter term 1703 or
upon first entering into such office.
1.09
English Statute 1 Ann, stat 2, c.21 (1702):
An Act for enlarging the Time for taking the Oath of Abjuration ....
Sec. 6. Every person who shall fail to take said oaths etc. shall incur those
penalties of English statute 13 Will. III c. 6, that apply to persons in England.
(English Statute 3 Will and Mary, ch 2 viz shall be ipso facto incapable to enjoy
the office etc.)
1.10
English Statute 1 Ann, stat 2, c.21 (1702):
An Act for enlarging the Time for taking the Oath of Abjuration ....
Sec. 12. This act shall not extend to the inferior offices such as constable, overseer
of the poor, church warden, etc.
1.11
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 16-17. All persons that shall bear any office civil or military, or receive any
pay from or have place of trust under her Majesty, on the first day of Easter Term,
1704, shall personally appear in one ofher Majesty's Four Courts, and in open
court take the several oaths and declaration of 3 Will & Mary, and also shall at the
same time take the oath of abjuration of English Statute 1 Ann ch 17. And such
person shall also receive the sacrament of the Lord's supper according to the usage
of the established church of Ireland, and provide certificates of having done so.
All persons that shall be admitted into any such office etc. after such date shall
take the same oaths etc either in said courts or at the general quarter sessions
where they shall reside, and fulfill the like requirements ..

1.111
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 18. All persons aforesaid who shall refuse to take such oaths etc. shall be ipso
facto incapable to enjoy the said offices or any profit appertaining to them. And
any person who shall execute such offices after the said times expired wherein
they ought to have taken the said oaths etc. shall on conviction be disabled to sue
at law or equity, or be guardian of any child, or capable of any legacy or gift, or
bear any office, and shall forfeit 500 pounds.
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19-22. Give procedural details on administering this statute, and provide it
apply to inferior civil offices, or private offices, such as forester or
of any park or game.

1-4. Papists who act as solicitors or agents without having taken the required
oaths forfeit 200 pounds. Any person whatsoever may demand that said oaths be
tendered to a suspected popish solicitor etc, and upon refusal, and proof by two
witnesses that said solicitor etc. has acted as such, such papist shall be convict and
forfuit to the person demanding the oaths the sum of 200 pounds.
1.121
6 Ann c.6 (1707):
An Act to explain ...An Act to prevent Papists being Solicitors
Sec. 6-8. No attorney, six-clerk, solicitor, or officer shall take any papist or
reputed papist to be his apprentice or clerk, or knowingly permit any popish
solicitor, agent, or manager to search records, pleadings, etc. or otherwise practise
as such, upon pain of 50 pounds for each such offence, and to be held by the court
to special bail. Provided, solicitors etc comprehended within the articles of
Limerick are excepted ..
1.13
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Poperv
Sec. 12. Every person that shall be converted from the popish to the protestant
religion and shall hold any public employment or place of profit or trust, or be a
member ofeither house of parliament, or practise as barrister at law, attorney, or
solicitor, or officiate as any officer of the court, shall cause his children under the
age of 14 years at the time of the conversion of said parent to be educated in the
protestant religion.
And for default thereof, such employment or place of profit or trust shall be
declared void, such member of parliament shall be incapable to sit or vote in
parliament, and such barrister etc. shall be incapable of practising.

1.14
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 13. Nothing herein shall extend to the office of high constable, tithingman,
overseer of the poor, or like inferior office.
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; An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
" Sec. 37. No papist in trade shall keep more than two apprentices at a time, except
jn the hempen and flaxen manufacture, and that for no less a term of
apprenticeship than 7 years, on pain of forfeiting 100 pounds to the informer.
1.142
2 Geo I c.lO (1715):
An Act to Restrain Papists from being High or Pettv Constables....
Sec. 1. Whereas the due execution of the laws, and the preservation of the pub lick
peace, do greatly depend on the diligence and fidelity of the high and petty
constables, and forasmuch as the said offices in most parts of this kingdom, and
especially in such places as are for the most part inhabited by papists, are placed
in the hands ofpersons of the popish religion, who in favour to such as are of
their own persuasion, and by the instigation and authority of the popish priests,
do neglect to execute warrants, by means ofwhich the many good and wholesome
laws against notorious criminals, and especially against papists, have not the
intende,d effects, from the 24th day of June, 1715 no person of the popish religion
shall be high constable in any county, barony, or half-barony, or petty constable in
any manor, ward, parish, constable-wick, or place within this kingdom.
1.143
2 Geo I c.lO (1715):
An Act to Restrain Papists from being High or Petty Constables,. ..
Sec. 2. Every person to be appointed high or petty constable shall first take the
oath of abjuration and other oaths and declaration required by 2 Ann c. 6, as well
as the oath of office of constable as set forth in section 7 hereof.
1.144
2 Geo Ic.lO (1715):
An Act to Restrain Papists from being High or Petty Constables, ...
Sec 3. And whereas in many places of this kingdom the number ofthe papists do
far exceed the protestants, whereby the office of constable will become very
burdensome to the protestants, in 1717 and yearly thereafter, if believed
expedient, the constables shall retnrn a true list of all the popish and protestant
inhabitants within their respective places where they serve; and thereupon the
respective juries shall present the number of constables necessary and the names
and number of papists and of those protestants who are able to serve as high and
petty constables; and shall annually applot upon such papists such proportion of
no more than 10 pounds for the office of high constable, and no more than 4
pounds for petty constable, as the proportion of able papists bears to the number
of protestants; to be annually collected by and paid to the protestant constables
from such papists.
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2 Geo I c.IO (1715):
An Act to Restrain Papists from being High or Petty Constables, ...
Sec. 7 cont. The justices of the peace shall administer the oath of office to high
and petty constables, in which they swear to serve the king in the office of
coll$tal>le, cause the peace to be well kept, arrest all papists bearing arms without
licence, arrest all papists as commit any riot or meet on patron days to perform the
superstitious devotions of the church of Rome, likewise all papists who
unlawfully assemble or commit any other breach of the peace; use their best
endeavours to apprehend all traitors, all popish archbishops, regular clergy,
unregistered secular clergy etc. and all popish schoolmasters, and all harbourers of
them; suppress all riots and apprehend all rioters, and if any such offender makes
resistance, raise the hne and cry; endeavour that the watches of the parish be
regularly kept, and that the statutes for punishing rogues and vagabonds be
executed; have a watchful eye to any common house where unlawful game is
used, as also to such as shall frequent such places; execute all warrants directed
from the justices of the peace and all other things belonging to the office of
constable; and truly account for public money collected pursuant to any warrant.

1.147
10 Geo I c.3 (1 723):
An Act for continuing and amending... an Act for the better regulating the
Parish Watches ...
Sec. 5. No person keeping publick inns, ale-houses, or houses of entertainment, or
papists, shall be qualified to act as constables, but shall at their turn find some fit
person who is Protestant to serve in their stead, or pay a sum not more than 5
pounds to enable the parishioners to fit such fit person.

1.15
1 Geo II c.20 (1727):
An Act for Regulating the Admissions of Barristers at Law, ...
Sec. 1. Every person who shall apply to be called to the bar, or be admitted as an
attorney, or practice as a solicitor, or act as an officer of the court, shall first take
and subscribe the oaths of allegiance and abjuration and the declaration against
transubstantiation.
And every such person who has converted from the popish to the protestant
religion must prove before the lord chancellor and another like chief justice by a
sufficient witness upon oath, that he has been a protestant for two years
immediately before.

1.16
1 Geo II c.20 (1727):
An Act for Regulating the Admissions of Barristers at Law, ...
Sec. 2. Every person who shall be called to the bar, etc. who shall be converted
from the popish to the protestant religion, shall educate in the protestant religion
according to the Church of Ireland as by law established, all their children under
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the age of fourteen years. And all converts from the popish to the protestant
religion shall in like manner educate all their children who at the time of their
conversion shall be under the age of 14 years.

1.18
1 Geo II c.20 (1727):
An Act for Regulating the Admissions of Barristers at Law, ...
Sec. 4. No person shall be capable of acting as a subsheriff or sheriff's clerk, who
has not been a protestant for five years before acting, on pain of being subject to
all the disabilities of persons professing the popish religion; provided nothing
herein contained shall extend to any solicitor who has heretofore been judged to
be comprehended within the articles of Limerick or Galway.
1.20
7 Geo II c.5 (1733):
An Act for the Amendment of the Law in relation to Popish Solicitors.
Sec 1. Whereas the laws now in force against popish solicitors have been found
ineffectual by reason of the difficulty of convicting such solicitors, and the
mischiefs thereby intended to be remedied still remain, to the great prejudice of
the protestant interest of this kingdom; and whereas by the means of such popish
solicitors the acts against the growth of popery have been and daily are greatly
eluded and evaded, for remedy whereof and for preventing obscure and ignorant
persons from practising as attorneys or solicitors, no person shall be permitted to
practise in any of the Four Courts in Dublin who is not licensed.
1.201
7 Geo II c.5 (1733):
An Act for the Amendment of the Law in relation to Popish Solicitors.
Sec. 2. No person may be admitted as an attorney or licensed as a solicitor who
has not been a protestant from 14 years of age, or for two years prior to being
admitted as an apprentice; and every person so to be admitted shall, at the time of
his admission, take all the oaths and subscribe the declaration required of persons
to be admitted into offices by the statute intitled An Act to prevent the further
growth of popery, together with the oath hereinafter particularly mentioned..
1.202
7 Geo II c.5 (1733):
An Act for the Amendment of the Law in relation to Popish Solicitors;
Sec.4. Every master in chancery, six clerk of the court of chancery, brurister-atlaw, attorney, solicitor, officer of the Four Courts in Dublin, to be licensed by this
act shall take an oath, inter alia, not to employ as apprentice, clerk or solicitor, any
person of the popish religion.
1.203
7 Geo II c.5 (1733):
An Act for the Amendment of the Law in relation to Popish Solicitors;
Sec. 5. Any popish solicitor found to have acted as a solicitor shall be punished as
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for contempt of court by fme of not more than 50 pounds nor less than 25 pounds,
or imprisonment not exceeding 6 months
1.204
7 Geo II c.S (! 733):
An Act for the Amendment of the Law in relation to Popish Solicitors.
Sec. 6. And for the more easy conviction of such disqualified solicitor, every
person shall be deemed a solicitor who, not being qualified, draws up pleadings or
abbreviates evidence for use in any suit, or takes on the management of any suit in
the Four Courts in which he is not a party or concerned in the interest.
1.205
7 Geo II c.S (1733):
An Act for the Amendment of the Law in relation to Popish Solicitors.
Sec 7. Whereas some protestants, well affected to his Majesty's government, have
for some time practised as solicitors, those shall be permitted to practise if they
obtain a personal written permission from the sitting lord chancellor, the master of
the rolls, or baron of the Exchequers, register this as a licence, and take the usual
oaths and declaration.
1.206
7 Geo II c.S (1733):
An Act for the Amendment of the Law in relation to Popish Solicitors;
Sec. 10. Provided that solicitors comprehended by the articles of Limerick who
have taken the oath of abjuration are exempt, so as such person may not keep
more than one popish clerk.
1.207
7 Geo li c.5 (1733):
An Act for the Amendment of the Law in relation to Popish Solicitors.
Sec. 12-13. Any barrister, attorney, six-clerk, or solicitor (such solicitors as were
comprehended within the articles of Limerick excepted) who marries a popish
wife, or permits his children to be educated in the popish religion shall be deemed
a papist and disabled from practice, unless within one year he shall procure the
conversion of his wife to the protestant religion. Provided such disability shall
cease after the death of such popish wife.
1.208
7 Geo II c.5 (1733):
An Act for the Amendment of the Law in relation to Popish Solicitors.
Sec. 17-18. No one may practise as a solicitor in the lower courts who is not
qualified hereunder in the Four Courts in Dublin, except that such persons may
practise in any suit or prosecution for a crime punishable by death.

1.3
7 Geo II c.6 (1733):
An Act to prevent Persons converted from the Popish to the Protestant
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No convert from the popish to the protestant religion shall be capable of
as a justice of the peace if his wife is papist, or if he causes his children
the age of 16 years to be educated in the popish religion.
if such a person does act as a justice of the peace, such person shall suffer
;;._year's imprisonment, and forfeit one hundred pounds, half to his Majesty, and
to the informer, and henceforth such person shall be forever incapable of
an executor, administrator, or guardian.

WEAPONS
3.Ql

7Will Ill c.S (1695):
An Act for the better securing tb.e government, by disarming papists
Sec. l. All papists within this kingdom of Ireland shall before the 1st day of
March, 1696, deliver up to some justice of the peace or corporation officer where
such papist shall dwell, all their arms and ammunition, notwithstanding any
licence for keeping the same heretofore granted. Justices of the peace, mayors,
sheriffs, and chief officers of cities and towns and persons under their warrants,
may search and seize all arms and ammunition of papists, or in the hands of any
persons in trust for them, wherever they shall suspect they may be concealed. And
such arms shall be preserved for the use of his Majesty.
3.02

7 Will III c.S (1695):
An Act for the better securing the government, by disarming papists
Sec. 2. Searches of dwellings shall be made only between sunrise and sunset,
except in cities and their suburbs, and market towus. If no arms are seized, chief
magistrates may cause suspected persons to be examined on their oath concerning
concealed arms.
3.03

7 Will Ill c.S (1695):
An Act for the better securing the government, by disarming papists
Sec. 3. Every papist who shall have or keep any arms or ammunition, or who shall
refuse to declare what arms or ammunition they or any other to their knowledge
shall have, or shall hinder the delivery thereof to the said justices, or being
summoned, shall refuse to appear or make discovery under their oath, shall forfeit,
if a peer or peeress, for the first offence, one hundred pounds sterling, and for a
second offence, suffer praemunire*. If such offenders are under the degree of peer,
they shall for a first offence forfeit thirty pounds and suffer imprisonment for one
year, and until they pay the penalty, and for a second offense, incur the penalties
of a person attainted in a praemunire. The penalties and sums forfeited shall go
one half to his Majesty, one half to the informer who shall sue for the same.
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*Praemunire: "that from the conviction, the defendant shall be out of the king's
protection, and his lands and tenements, goods and chattels, forfeited to the king,
and that his body shall remain in prison at the king's pleasure..... Such delinquent
can bring no action for any private injury, how atrocious soever, being so far out
of the protection ofthe law, that it will not guard his civil rights, nor remedy any
grievance which he as an individual may suffer. And no man, knowing him to be
guilty, can with safety give him comfort, aid, or relief." Blackstone, vol. iv, p.

117-118.
3.031
7 Will Ill. c.S (1695):
An Act for the better securin the overnment b disarmin a ists
Sec 4-5. Papist gentlemen who can prove themselves comprized under the
Articles of Limerick may have a sword, a case of pistols, and a gun for defence of

their house or for fowling.
3.032
7 Will Ill c.S (1695):
An Act for the better securin the overnment b disarmin a ists
Sec. 6. No conviction shall be based on mere confession or discovery on

examination, unless other proof can be shown.
3.033
7 Will Ill c.5 (1695):
An Act for the better securin the overnment b disarmin a ists
Sec. 7. Provided the chief governors may by order of the privy council licence any
person to keep such arms as shall be particularly expressed in such licence.
3.04
7 Will Ill c.5 (1695):
An Act for the better securin the overnment b disarmin a ists
Sec. 8. No person making fire-arms, swords, knives, or other weapons shall take
or instruct as an apprentice any person of the popish religion, on pain of forfeiting
twenty pounds, one half to his Majesty, one half to the informer.

I

3.05
7 Will III c.S (1695):
An Act for the better securin the overnment b disarmin a ists
Sec. 9. The indenture of apprenticeship in arms making of such popish person
shall be void, and every such person of the popish religion who shall be put to
such an apprentice and shall exercise said art, shall for every offence forfeit
twenty pounds. And justices of the peace and head corporation officers must send
for all apprentices in the art of arms making, and tender them the oaths of
allegiance and abhorrence, and the declaration against transubstantiation, and
refusal to take the same shall constitute a conviction of the apprentice and also the
master, unless the master shall prove that the apprentice was a known or reputed

protestant.
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3.06
7Will III c.5 (1695):
An Act for the better securing the government, by disarming papists
Sec. 10. No papist shall be capable of having or keeping for his use, any horse,
gelding or mare of five pounds value. Any protestant who shall make discovery
under oath of such horse, shall be authorized with the assistance of a constable, to
search for and secure such horse and in case of resistance to break down any door.
And any protestant making such discovery and offering five pounds five shillings
to the owner of such horse, in the presence of a justice of the peace or chief
magistrate, shall receive ownership of such horse as though such horse were
bought in the market overt.
3;07
7 Will Ill c.S (1695):
An Act for the better securing the government, by disarming papists
Sec. 11. Any person who shall conceal such horses belong to any papist shall be
committed to the common gaol for three months and shall forfeit to his Majesty
treble the value of such horses.
3.071
7 Will III c.5 (1695):
An Act for the better securing the government, by disarming papists
Sec. 12. Every person shall be deemed a papist within the meaning of this act who
shall refuse to take the oaths and subscribe the declaration when the same shall be
tendered to him by
a justice of the peace as required
3.08
7 Will III c.5 (1695):
An Act for the better securing the government, by disarming papists
Sec. 13. Any justice or chief magistrate who shall neglect or refuse to execute the
provisions of this act shall forfeit fifty pounds for each such offence, one half to
his Majesty, one half to the informer who shall sue for the same, and said offender
shall be incapable after conviction ofserving as justice of the peace, or magistrate.
3.081
9 Will III c.2 (1697):
An Act for the confirmation of articles ... of Limerick
Sec. l-11. Confirms and explains the rights of inhabitants of Limerick and other
garrisons that were in possession of the Irish on the 3rd day of October 1691,
when the treaty for the surrender of Limerick was made, and all officers and
soldiers then in arms in the counties of Limerick, Clare, Kerry, Cork, and Mayo,
to enjoy the rights guaranteed by that treaty.
3.09
10 Will Ill c.8 (1698):
An Act for the preservation of the game, ...
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4. No papist shall be employed as a fowler for any protestant, or under colour
thereof keep fire arms, upon penalty of seizure of said arms, which will become
property of the informer, even if the arms were in fact the property of some

3.10
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sees. 34-36. Notwithstanding 7 Will III c.5, every papist may keep stallions and
stud-mares for breeding, and the breed and produce thereof under the age of 5
years. Such horses are seizable by the lord lieutenant or chief governors in case
invasion or intestine war is likely. If such horses are ordered returned, the papist
owner shall pay six pence for every night that each such horse was detained.
3.101
2 George I c.9 (1715):
An Act to make the Militia of this Kingdom more useful
Sec 1-3. Whereas there have been frequent rebellions and insurrections formerly
raised in this kingdom by the popish inhabitants, and whereas there is just
reasons to apprehend that the main body ofpapists may hereafter again
endeavour to disturb the publick peace and tranquillity, the chief governors of
this kingdom may commission certain protestants to call together all persons
being protestants and form them into militia, train the same, and raise money from
the inhabitants of the several counties toward the support of the militia.
3.102
2 Geo I c.9 (1715):
An Act to make the Militia of this Kingdom more useful
Sec. 4. Whereas the number ofpapists are very considerable in this kingdom, and
it has been found that they have occasioned frequent rebellions, papists shall pay
double the sum paid by protestants for support of the militia.
3.103
2 Geo I c.9 (1715):
An Act to make the Militia of this Kingdom more useful
Sec. 11.12. Whenever the chief governors of the kingdom think it necessary for
the peace and safety of the kingdom, they may authorize sheriffs and other civil
officers to seize any horses belonging to any papist and fit to be employed by the
militia (except breeding mares, stallions, and horses under 4 years), and hold them
for 10 days, during which any militia officer may acquire the same on tender of 5
pounds, less the cost of seizing and holding the same. If no such sum is offered ,
the horses shall be returned to the owners who must pay for the costs of seizing
and keeping the same. And any papist who shall not deliver such horse as
required, or in whose possession any arms are found, shall pay the sum of 10
pounds, one half to the informer, the other to the use of the militia.
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3.104
2 Geo I c.9 (1715):
An Act to make the Militia of this Kingdom more useful
Sec. 16. Any papist house-keeper, or master of a family within a city or town,
shall find a fit and sufficient protestant man to serve in the militia in his stead.
3.105
2 Geo I c.9 (1715):
An Act to make the Militia of this Kingdom more useful
Sec. 18. All constables shall make a return of all protestant and popish inhabitants
in each county, and what proportion the protestant and popish inhabitants bear to
each other.
3.106
6 Geo I c.3 (1719):
An Act for continuing ... an Act to make the Militia ... more useful
Sec. I and 4. The act of 2 Geo I c.9 is continued for 2 more years. The justices of
the peace, upon presentment of the grand jury may if they see fit charge upon the
popish inhabitants of the county a sum, not exceeding 20 shillings sterling. for the
refreshment of each troop of militia who shall attend the exercises on each day
appointed, to be applotted equally on all such popish inhabitants.

I
1

3.11
13 Geo II c.6 (1739):
An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarming
Papists.
Sec. 1, 9, 11-13. All justices of the peace, magistrates, and chief officers of cities
and towns are ordered to make yearly searches for arms pursuant to 7 Will III c.S,
and all papists shall discover and deliver up all arms, armour, and ammunition
which are in their possession or power, notwithstanding any licence for keeping
the same heretofore granted, before the 1st day of July 1740; and all papists shall
forever thereafter, within 14 days of getting arms etc, deliver them up, except such
arms as the chief governors shall by licence authorize. Procedures established to
ensure enforcement by the public officials. Exceptions for those covered by
articles of Limerick and Galway.
3.12
13 Geo II c.6 (1739):
An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarming
Papists.
Sec. 2: The penalties for keeping arms or failing to disclose the same are increased
for a first offence for peers to 300 pounds sterling, for non-peers, 50 pounds .. The
fines go half to the king, half to the informer.

3.13
13 Geo II c.6 (1739):
An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarming
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Papists.
Sec. 3, 5. No penalty shall be extended to any papist who shall voluntarily, before
any information is given, deliver up his or her arms, nor upon any confession he
or she shall make upon oath, unless for wilful perjury.

3.14

13 Geo ll c.6 (1739):
An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarmin
Papists.
Sec. 6-8, 10. Refusal to take the usual oaths and declaration shall amount to full
proof that such person is a papist; provided that, even though the person shall take
the said oaths and declaration, yet evidence may be given that the person
prosecuted was a papist at the time of the offence. Oaths not required of Quakers.
And if any person convicted under the act serve the prison term rather than pay the
fine, the informer shall receive 10 pounds, levied on the popish inhabitants of the
county.

3.15
13 Geo ll c.6 (1739):
An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarmin
Papists.
Sec. 13 Papists are also forbidden to keep or sell war-like stores, sword blades,
barrels, locks, or stocks of gnns, on penalty of 20 pounds and imprisonment for
one year and until he or she shall have paid the forfeiture; the money so recovered
shall go to the person who shall sue for the same.
3.16
13 Geo ll c.6 (1739):
An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarmin
Papists.
Sec. 14. Where any protestant servant, by the direction or privity of his master,
being a papist, shall carry or keep arms, both master and servant shall be subject
to the peualties inflicted by this act.
3.17
13 Geo ll c.6 (1739):
An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarmin
Papists.
Sec. 15. All prosecutions under this act to be commenced within one year of the
offence.

3.18
13 Geo II c.6 (1739):
An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarmin
Papists.
Sec. 16. All persons professing the protestant religion who shall educate any of
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their children under the age of 14 in the popish religion, shall be deemed a papist
for the purposes of this act.
3.19
13 Geo II c.6 (1739):
An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarming
Papists.
Sec. 19. The act of 7 Will III c.S so far as unaltered by this or some other act, shall
be deemed perpetual.
3.191
29 Geo II c.S (1755):
An Act to prohibit the Return ... of such of his Majesty's Subjects ... the
Service of the French King.
Sec. 1-3. Every natural born subject who is or hereafter becomes an officer,
soldier or mariner in the service of the French King, who shall land in Ireland, and
every person who harbours the same, shall be guilty of felony without benefit of
clergy, unless, by 1 August 1756, he surrender himself to a justice of the peace,
and at the next assize or quarter session take the oaths of allegiance and
abjuration.

I
I

3.192
29 Geo II c.S (1755):
An Act to prohibit the Return... of such of his Majesty's Subjects ... the
Service of the French King.
Sec 4. Provided that such return shall not restore any forfeited lands, money,
goods, or estate already recovered by any protestant discoverer.

INTERMARRIAGE
9 Will III c.3 (1697):
An Act to prevent Protestants intermarrying with Papists
Sec. 1. Whereas many protestant women, heirs or heirs apparent to lands or other
great substances in goods or chattels, or having considerable estates for life, or
guardiamhip ofchildren intitled to such estates, by flattery and other crafty
insinuations ofpopish persons, have been seduced to contract matrimony with
and take to husband, papists, to the great ruin of such estates, to the great loss of
many protestant persons to whom the same might descend, and to the corrupting
such protestant women that they forsake their religion and become papists, to the
great dishonour ofAlmighty God, the great prejudice ofthe protestantinterest,
and the heavy sorrow ofall their protestant friends, if any Protestant woman
having any estate or interest real or, if personal of a value of 500 pounds, shall
take to husband any person without first having a certificate from the minister of
the parish, bishop, and justice of the peace living near the place where such person
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be resident at the time of such marriage, that he is a known protestant, which
:rtificate shall also be attested under the hands of 2 credible witnesses, that
~testant woman, and the person she shall so marry, shall be incapable of holding
'I;Jr.enjoying any of her aforesaid estates or interests.
· by such marriage all said estates and interests shall be vested in the next
'·.·protestant of kin to whom such estate or interests would descend were such
' ·protestant woman dead. And such protestant person may sue for and recover such
· • estates or interests at any time after such marriage.
9 Will III c.3 (1697):
An Act to prevent Protestants intermarrying with Papists
Sec. 1 cont. And such protestant woman so marrying, and the husband as she shall
so marry, shall be incapable of being heir, executor or guardian to any protestant.
9 Will III c.3 (1697):
An Act to prevent Protestants intermarrying with Papists
Sec. 1 cont. Any protestant minister or popish priest or other person who shall join
in marriage any protestant woman without such certificate shall for each offence
suffer one year's imprisonment, and forfeit 20 pounds, one half to the king, one
half to the informer.
9 Will III c.3 (1697):
An Act to prevent Protestants intermarrying with Papists
Sec. 2. And whereas the marriages ofprotestant persons to popish maidens and
women have proved pernicious to the protestant interest, it commonly happening
such protestants and their issue, being influenced by their popish wives, become
papists, any protestant man who shall marry any woman without having obtained
a certificate as in section 1 hereof, of her being a known protestant, such
protestant man shall be in Jaw deemed a papist, or popish recusant, unless such
person shall within one year of such marriage, procure his wife to be converted to
the protestant religion.
9 Will Ill c.3 (1697):
An Act to prevent Protestants intermarrying with Papists
Sec. 3. And whereas several popish priests have of late endeavoured to withdraw
soldiers fi·om his Majesty's service by marrying them to popish wives, any popish
priest or protestant minister who marries any soldier to anyone without the
aforesaid certificate shall forfeit 20 pounds, half to the county, half to the
informer.
9 Will III c.3 (1697):
An Act to prevent Protestants intermarrying with Papists
Sec. 4-5. Appeals under this act may be made to the next quarter-sessions. In
cases where a certificate is required by this act and not acquired, but it can
afterwards be made to appear by proof that such person was a known protestant,
they shall not be liable to any forfeiture or penalties.
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6 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 5. If any protestant having an estate or interest real or personal in this
kingdom shall intermarry with any papist, either within this kingdom or in any
parts out of this kingdom, such persons shall be liable to all the penalties
established by 9 Will ID. c. 3, as if such marriage took place within this kingdom.
Provided that the certificate of a protestant minister performing the marriage out
of this kingdom attested by a public notary shall be sufficient to avoid such
penalties.

the .. marrvinl! children al!ainst the wills of their
parents or guardians
Sec. 6. Any popish priest who marries any persons knowing that either of them is
of the protestant religion, shall suffer the penalties of a popish regular.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for ex lainin ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Po e
Sec. 14. If any woman who was a papist at the time of her marriage with a popish
husband, and who hath power to make jointures, shall become protestant, and
inroll a certificate thereof and receive the sacrament, she, if surviving her popish
husband, shall have provision not exceeding the power on bringing a bill in
chancery.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for ex lainin ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Po e
Sec. 15. The wife of a popish husband who shall become protestant during the life
of such popish husband shall have such portion of the chattels real and personal of
which such popish husband shall die possessed as the court of chancery shall
think reasonable, not exceeding one third part, notwithstanding any will or
voluntary disposition made by such popish husband to the contrarY·
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for ex lainin ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Po e
Sec. 26. If any popish priest shall be prosecuted for marrying any person of the
protestant religion, it shall be presumed and concluded that said popish priest
knew that one or both parties were protestant.
12 Geo I c.3 (1725):
An Act to revent Marria es b de raded Cler men and Po ish Priests ...
Sec. 1. Any popish priest or person pretending to be a clergyman who shall
celebrate marriage between two protestants, or a protestant and a papist, shall be

guilty offelony and suffer death.
12 Geo I c.3 (1725):
An Act to revent Marria es b de raded Cler men and Po ish Priests ...
Sec. 2-3. And any two justices of the peace may summon any person suspected of
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having been married by a popish priest or to have been present at such a marriage
to appear and be examined under oath where and by what persons, and with what
ceremonies such marriage was celebrated, and what religion the persons so
married professed, and who was present at the marriage. Failure to respond shall
be punishable by three years in the common gaol, unless they submit to be
examined sooner and enter into a recognizance to appear at the next assizes to
prosecute such persons as shall appear by the examination to have offended
contrary to this act.

9 Geo II c.ll (1735):
An Act for the more effectual preventing clandestine Marriages
Sec. 6. No minister in any church or chapel shall publish the banns of matrimony
between any persons, whereof one is of the protestant and the other of the popish
religion, on pain of ecclesiastical censure as for celebrating a clandestine
marriage.
19 Geo II c.13 (1745):
An Act for annulling all Marriages to be celebrated by any Popish Priest
between Protestant and Protestant, or between Protestant and Papist, ...
Sec. 1. Every marriage celebrated after the 1st day of May, 1746, between a papist
and any person who has been a protestant within twelve months before such
celebration of marriage, or between two protestants if celebrated by a popish
priest, shall be absolutely null and void.
23 Geo II c.10 (1749):
An Act for explaining ... Act[sJ ... for the more effectual preventing
clandestine Marriages .. .
Sec. 3. Every popish priest who celebrates any marriage between a protestant and
a papist or between 2 protestants shall be guilty of a felony, even though the
marriage be null and void.

IMMIGRATION
4 Will and Mary c.2 (1692):
An Act for encouragement of Protestant strangers to settle in this kingdom of
Ireland
Sec. 1-3. Continues the Act of 14 Charles II c.13 for the encouragement of
Protestant settlement in Ireland for an additional 7 years, and substitutes for the
oath of supremacy and allegiance, the oaths and declaration against
transubstantiation set forth in English 3 Will and Mary c.2. And provides that
such Protestant strangers shall enjoy the free exercise of their religion, and the
liberty of meeting publickly for worship, any fonner law notwithstanding.
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2 Ann c.14 (1703):
An Act for naturalizing of all Protestant strangers in this kingdom
Sec.1-2. Revives the act of 14-15 Charles 2, c.13 for encouraging and
naturalization of Protestant strangers and continues its provisions for 5 more
years, provided the immigrants take the oaths of allegiance, abhorrence, and
abjuration and the declaration against transubstantiation.
2 Ann c.14 (1703):
An Act for naturalizing of all Protestant strangers in this kingdom
Sec. 3-5. Provided no naturalized alien shall serve or vote in any election to
Parliament, or corporation office or election. The freedom of any city received
hereunder continues only while he or she dwells therein. And those who bring an
expence with them shall be freed from corporation taxes and offices for 7 years.
4 Geo I c.9 (1717):
An act for reviving, continuing, and amending several Statues ...
Sec. 1-2, 4. The act of?-14 Charles II, ch l3 for encouraging protestant strangers
to inhabit the kingdom of Ireland is revived and made permanent, other than the
clause exempting them from payment of excise, providing such stranger shall take
the usual oaths and declaration .. Such protestant strangers that bring any expence
along with them shall be freed from corporation taxes, and freed from serving in
corporation offices for 7 years.

EDUCATION
7 Will ill c.4 (1695):
An Act to Restrain foreign Education
Sec. 1. In case any of his Majesty's subjects ofireland shall go or send any child or
other person beyond the seas to be trained in any popish university, college or
school, or in any private popish family, or shall send any money for the support of
any such person, then the person sending and the person sent shall, upon
conviction, be disabled to prosecute any action in a court of law, or be a guardian
or executor, or receive any legacy or gift, or bear any public office, and shall
forfeit all their lands and estates during their lives.
7 Will ill. c.4 (1695):
An Act to Restrain foreign Education
Sec. 2. Justices of the peace shall make prompt examination, upon the filing of
any information that a person, child, or money has been sent beyond the seas
contrary to this Act. A finding that such offences have been committed, shall be a
conviction as well of the person so being sent as of the parties so sending, and
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they shall forfeit and incur all the penalties and disabilities before mentioned. One
half of all forfeitures shall go to his Majesty, and the other half to the informer.
7 Will Ill. c.4 (1695):
An Act to Restrain foreign Education
Sections 3-8. Contain detailed procedures for examining the truth of such
allegations, presumptions of intent to violate the act, appeals, jurisdiction, etc
7 Will III c.4 (1695):
An Act to Restrain foreign Education
Sec. 9. Whereas it has been found by experience that tolerating at papists keeping
schools or instructing youth in literature is one great reason ofmany of the
natives continuing ignorant of the principles of the true religion, and strangers to
the scriptures, and of their neglecting to conform themselves to the laws of this
realm, and of their not using the English habit and language, no person of the
popish religion shall publicly teach school or instruct youth, or in private houses
teach youth, except only the children of the master or mistress of the private
house, upon pain of twenty pounds, and prison for three months for every such
offence.
7 Will Ill c.4 (1695):
An Act to Restrain foreign Education
Sec. 10. Those cited acts of parliament which require every incumbent of each
parish to keep a school to learn English, and provide that a public latin free school
be constantly maintained within each diocese, (which acts have generally been
kept, but have not had the desired effect, by reason of Irish popish schools being
too much connived at), and all other statutes now in force conceming schools
shall be strictly put in execution. And for the more effectnal doing thereof, the
justices ofhis Majesty's court of Kings Bench each term, and the judges of assize
in their respective circuits, and the justices of peace in their general quarter
sessions of peace are required to give this and the said former acts in charge to the
several grand juries, and to be very circumspect in seeing the same in due
execution.
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 1. Any person who shall seduce any protestant to forsake the same and to
profess the popish religion, as also any protestant who shall be so seduced, shall
incur the penalty of praemnnire.
And any person who for any reason, shall send any child under the age of21 into
France, or any place beyond the seas, except ships boys and merchants'
apprentices, without special licence of her Majesty or the chief governors of this
kingdom and four or more privy councillors, they shall incur the penalties of 7
Will3, ch 4.
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2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 2. Where any judge or two justices of the peace shall have reasonable cause'
to suspect that any child has been sent abroad, they shall convene the father,
mother, or guardian, and shall require them to produce the child within two
months. If such persons shall not produce the child without good reasons, or prove
that the child resides elsewhere in her Majesty's doruinions, such child shall be
deemed educated in foreign parts and shall incur all the penalties established for
the same.

8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 16. Whereas notwithstanding the act of7 Will. III c.4, many persons of the
popish religion continue to keep publick schools, and when prosecuted for so
doing, do abscond to other counties to keep pub lick schools, and whereas several
protestant schoolmasters, to increase the number of their scholars, so chose to
combine with such papists rather than prosecute them, and frequently become
negligent of their said duties and leave the instruction of the youth, as well
protestant as popish scholars, to the instruction ofsuch popish assistants,
whereby popery doth continue to grow in this kingdom, whatever person of the
popish religion who shall publickly teach school or instruct youth in learning in
any private house, or as an usher or assistant to any protestant schoolmaster, shall
be prosecuted as and incur such penalties as a popish regular clergyman.
And no person shall publickly teach school or instruct youth in a private house, or
as an usher or assistant to a protestant schoolmaster, unless he ftrst take the oath
of allegiance. and subscribe to the declaration against transubstantiation, and the
oath of abjuration.
And if any person shall offend herein, or hire one not qualifted herein as usher or
assistant, he shall forfeit ten pounds, half to the informer and half to the use of the
poor of the parish.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 20. For discovering, so to lead to the apprehension and conviction of any
popish archbishop, bishop, vicar general, jesuit, monk, or other person exercising
foreign ecclesiastical jurisdiction, a reward of 50 pounds, and 20 pounds for each
regular clergyman or non-registered secular clergyman so discovered, and 10
pounds for each popish schoolmaster, usher or assistant; said reward to be levied
on the popish inhabitants of the county where found.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the furth!)r Growth of Popery
Sec. 31-3 3. Any papist clergy or schoolmaster liable to transportation under these
Acts shall within three months be transported to the common gaol of the next
seaport town, to remain until transported. If any merchant freighting any ship
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outward bound for any port not within the kingdoms of Great Britain or Ireland
refuse to take such papists, not exceeding five per ship, if required by the chief
magistrate, the collector of customs shall not discharge such ship until such
merchant shall consent to receive and transport such papists. Such merchant shall
receive 5 pounds for the transportation of every such person to any part of the
West Indies not being subject to her Majesty, and 3 pounds to Europe, and shall
enter into a recognizance in the amount of 50 pounds that he shall transport such
papist outside of her Majesty's dominions. If any such papist shall be found in this
kingdom out of the custody of the said merchant or ships master, he shall suffer
the penalties of such regular clergyman who hath been banished and returned
again.
1 Geo II c.20 (1727):
An Act for Regulating the Admissions of Barristers at Law, ...
Sec. 3. Any convert from the popish to the protestant religion who shall after the
time of their conversion, permit their children to be educated in the popish
religion shall be liable to all the disabilities of papists.
l Geo II c.20 (1727):
An Act for Regulating the Admissions of Barristers at Law, ...
Sec. 5. If any protestant permit his children under the age of 14 years to be
educated in the popish religion, such protestant shall be subject to all the
disabilities of papists.
9 Geo II c.25 (1735):
An Act for ... providing for and educating Foundling Children
Sec. I? and 20: The work-house in Cork shall receive all exposed or foundling
children in Cork and the liberties thereof and take due care that they be nursed,
clad, and taught to read and write, and thoroughly instructed in the principles of
the protestant religion. And whereas many of the children exposed in the streets of
Dublin and Cork are ofpopish parents, and many ofsuch children, by access of
their parents and popish relations, who notwithstanding all possible care to
prevent it, find means to converse with them, are prevented from embracing the
protestant religion, the governours of the work-houses of Dublin and Cork may
exchange children.
19 Geo II c.7 (1745):
An Act for the more effectual preventing his Majesty's Subjects from
entering into foreign Service, ...
Sec. 6. The statute of 7 Will. Ill, c.4 is to be read at all assizes etc.
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ELECTIONS and VOTING RIGHTS
12c00l
English Statute 3 Will & Mary c.2 (1691):
An Act for the Abrogating the Oath of Supremacy in Ireland and Appointing
other Oaths
Sec. 5-6. Andfor as much as great disquiet and many dangerous attempts have
been made to deprive their Majesties of the said Realme ofIreland by the liberty
which the Popish Recusants there have had to sit and vote in Parliament, no peer
of that realm shall vote in the house of peers, nor shall any member of the house
of commons vote or sit during any debate until he take said oaths and make the
following declaration against transubstantiation.

12.002
English Statute 1 Ann, stat 2, c.21 (1702):
An Act for enlarging the Time for taking the Oath of Abjuration ....
Sec. 10-11. No peer of Ireland nor member of the House of Commons in that
kingdom shall vote or sit during debates until he shall have taken the said oath at
the same time and manner as directed for making the declaration by 3 Will &
Mary, ch 2. Any who presume to vote not having taken the said oath, shall incur
the penalties in 13 Will. 3, ch 6, sec I 0, viz, shall be adjudged a popish recusant,
be disabled to hold any office or place of profit or trust, civil or military in any of
his Majesty's realms, to sit in Parliament, or sue in law or equity, or be a guardian
or administrator or capable of any legacy or deed, and for each offence forfeit 500
pounds to the informer who shall sue for the same, etc.
12.01
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Poperv
Sec. 24. No papist shall vote for the electing of any person to serve in Parliament
without first taking the oath of allegiance and the oath of abjuration and showing a
certificate thereof..
12.02
2 Geo I c.19 (1715):
An Act for the more effectual preventing fraudulent conveyances ... for
electing members to serve in Parliament; ...
Sec. 7. No papist shall give his vote in the election of knights, citizens, or
burgesses to serve in any parliament, unless he shall take the oaths of allegiance
and abjuration at least 6 months before the election, and on the election day again,
if required by the sheriff, one of the candidates, or any elector..
And any papist who votes without giving such oaths shall forfeit 100 pounds, one
half to his Majesty, one half to the informer.
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12.03
1 Geo II c.9 (1727):
An Act for the further regulating the Election of Members of Parliament; ...
Sec. 7. No papist, though not convicted as such, shall be intitled to vote at the
election of any member to serve in parliament, or at the election of any magistrate
for any city or other town corporate.
12.04
19Geoiic.ll (1745):
An Act for the better regulating Elections of Members of Parliament
Sec. 4 and 7. Every freeholder before voting, if required by one of the candidates
or other voter, shall take an oath, which includes the following language: "... I am
not a Papist, or married to a Papist, nor do I educate, or suffer to be educated, any
of my children under the age of fourteen in the popish religion." A convert may
swear that he has not married a popish wife since his conversion. Any person who
swears falsely under this act shall be liable to the penalties for wilful perjury.
12.041
21 Geoiic.10(1747):
An Act to amend and make more effectual... an Act for the better regulating
Elections of Members to serve in Parliament ...
Sec. 3. Before voting, every person shall take the following oath:
I, A.B., do solemnly and truly affirm, that I am a freeholder ... of the clear yearly
value of 10 pounds, or of 40 shillings (as the case shall happen to be) ... and that I
am not a papist, or married to a papist, and that I do not educate or suffer to be
educated, any of my children under the age of 14 years in the popish religion. So
help me God.
12.05
21 Geo IIc.lO (1747):
An Act to amend and make more effectual ... an Act for the better regulating
Elections of Members to serve in Parliament ...
Sec. 6c Any voter who was papist and has conformed to the Church of Ireland as
by law established and shall tender his vote at any election for members to serve
in parliament, may omit the words "I am not married to a papist" and substitute "I
was educated in the popish religion, and have conformed to the Church oflreland
as by law established, and have not since my conformity married a popish wife".

FAMILY RELATIONS
2 Ann. c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 3. The Protestant child of popish parents may bring a complaint in the Court
of Chancery, which court may order such popish parent to maintain such child
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suitable to the degree and ability of such popish parent and the age of such child,
and order an appropriate portion for every such Protestant child to be paid at the
decease of such popish parent.
If the eldest son and heir of a popish parent shall become protestant, such popish
parent shall, from the time of inrolment in chancery of a certificate of the bishop
of the diocese testifYing the son's being a protestant, become only tenant for life of
any real estate which the popish parent shall then own, and the reversion vested in
such protestant eldest son, subject to maintenances and portions for the other
children, as the court shall order, not to exceed one third of the estate, and free of
all settlements, sales and incumbrances made by the popish parent after
conversion of the son. And rolls shall be kept in a publick place of such
certificates, where all persons may at seasonable times resort to and peruse the
same without fee.
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 4. No person of the popish religion shall be guardian unto, or have custody
of, any child under the age of 21 years, but such orphan child shall be disposed of
by the court of chancery to some near relation of the child being protestant and to
whom the estate cannot descend, or, in case there be no such fit protestant
relation, to some other Protestant, who is required to use his utmost care to
educate such minor in the protestant religion until the age of 21 years.
And the court of chancery shall order the education in the protestant religion of
the children of any papists, where either the father or the mother of such children
shall be a protestant, to the age of 18 years, and appoint where, by whom and in
what marmer such child shall be educated, and the father of such children shall
pay the charges of such education, and such children shall be taken from such
popish parent for education according to such order.
And any person professing the popish religion who shall take upon themselves the
guardianship of any orphan contrary to law, shall forfeit five hundred pounds the
benefit to the Blue-coat hospital in Dublin.
8 Ann c.3 (1709): ·
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 3. Where any children of popish parents shall conform themselves to the
protestant religion as by law established, the court of chancery upon a bill brought
by such children, may oblige such popish parents to discover upon oath the full
value of all their estate, personal and real, and to make such order for the
maintenance of such protestant children as the court shall judge fit ..
By such order the estate of the popish parents shall be charged with such portions,
future maintenances and support, notwithstanding any fraudulent gift or sale or
voluntary disposition, provided not more than one third of the estate shall be
disposed of for such maintenance and support of protestant children during the life
of such popish parents.
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8 Ann. c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 4. Whereas such popish parents do set up fraudulent settlements and
im;umbrances to make their estate appear small, in order to deprive such of their
children as shall become protestants ofa reasonable maintenance, the court of
chancery upon new bills may augment such maintenance and portion allowed to
snch protestant children, according to the value of the estate at the time of such
new bills.
8 Ann. c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 5. Provided that if such new bills are groundless and vexatious, they shall be
dismissed, with costs to the defendant.

OATHS
English Statute 1 Eliz c.l (1558):
OATH OF SUPREMACY
I, A. B., do utterly testify and declare in my conscience, that the Queen's highness
is the only supreme governor of this realm, and of all other her Highness
dominions and countries, as well in all spiritual or ecclesiastical things or causes,
as temporal, and that no foreign prince, person, prelate, state or potentate, hath, or
ought to have any jurisdiction, power, superiority, preheminence, or authority
ecclesiastical or spiritual, within this realm; and therefore I do utterly renounce
and forsake all foreign jurisdictions, powers, superiorities, and authorities, and do
promise that from henceforth I shall bear faith and true allegiance to the Queen's
Highness, her heirs and lawful successors, and to my power shall assist and
defend all jurisdictions, preheminences, privileges and authorities granted or
belonging to the Queen's Highness, her heirs and successors, or united and
armexed to the imperial crown of this realm. So help me God, and by the contents
of this book.'
English Statute 3 Will & Mary c.2 (1691):
An Act for the Abrogating the Oath of Supremacy in Ireland and Appointing
other Oaths
Sec.l-3. No person residing in Ireland shall be obliged to take the oath of
supremacy of 1 Eliz. Ch 1, but the oaths appointed to be taken by this present act
shall be taken by those persons who were required by the said act, or any other
statute made in Ireland, to take the abrogated oath. That is to say: all bishops and
archbishops of Ireland, all persons above the degree of baron, all persons in
Ireland having any employment or office ecclesiastical, civil or military, the head
and fellows of the University of Dublin, master of any hospital or school,
barrister, clerk in chancery, attorney, and professor of Law, Physick or other
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science. All prior acts, to the extent that they required the oath of supremacy, are
repealed ..
English Statute 3 Will & Mary, c.2 (1691)
An Act for the Abrogating the Oath of Supremacy in Ireland and Appointing
other Oaths
DECLARATION AGAINST TRANSUBSTANTIATION
Sec. 5 cont.
I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of God, profess, testify, and
declare, that I do believe that in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper there is not
any transubstantiation of the elements of bread and wine into the body and blood
of Christ at or after the consecration thereof by any person whatsoever, and that
the invocation or adoration of the virgin Mary or any other saint, and the sacrifice
of the mass, as they are now used in the church of Rome, are superstitious and
idolatrous.
And I do solemnly in the presence of God, profess, testify, and declare, that I do
make this declaration, and every part thereof, in the plain and ordinary sense of
the words read unto me, as they are commonly understood by English Protestants,
without any evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation whatsoever, and without
any dispensation already granted me for this purpose by the pope, or any other
authority or person whatsoever, or without any hope of any such dispensation
from any person or authority whatsoever, or without thinking that I am or can be
acquitted before God or man, or absolved of this declaration, or any part thereof,
although the pope or any other person or persons or power whatsoever, should
dispense with or annul the same, or declare that it was null and void from the
beginning.
English Statute 3 Will & Mary, c.2 1691)
An Act for the Abrogating the Oath of Supremacy in Ireland and Appointing
other Oaths
Sec. 8. The oaths to be taken are:
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
I, A.B. do sincerely promise and swear that I will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to their Majesties King William and Queen Mary, So help me God.
OATH OF ABHORRENCE
I, A.B., do swear, that I do from my heart abhor, detest, and abjure as impious and
heretical, that damnable doctrine and position, that princes excommunicated or
deprived by the pope or any authority of the See of Rome, may be deposed or
murdered by their subjects, or any other person whatsoever, and I do declare, that
no foreign prince, prelate, state, or potentate, hath or ought to have any
jurisdiction, power, superiority, pre-eminence, or authority, ecclesiastical or
spiritual, within this realm.
English Statute 3 Will & Mary, c.2 (1691)
An Act for the Abrogating the Oath of Supremacy in Ireland and Appointing
other Oaths
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Sec. 14. It shall be lawful for 2 justices of the peace (one of the quorum) to direct
their warrant to any constable to summon any person of the age of 18 years or
upwards, to appear before such justices to take the oath before mentioned to be
faithful to their Majesties. A person not appearing, or refusing to take the oath
shall be committed to gaol for 3 months, or pay a fine not exceeding 40 shillings.
After 3 months, the offender may be summoned to take the oath again, on pain of
6 months imprisomnent in the common gaol, unless he shall pay a sum, not
exceeding 10 pounds, nor under 5 pounds, and unless such offender shall become
bound with 2 sureties, with condition to appear at the next assizes or gaol
delivery, and in the mean time to be of good behaviour. At which assizes or gaoldelivery, the oath shall be tendered, and if he refuse to take the oath, he shall incur
the penalty of praemunire, except women covert, who shall be committed to the
common gaol until they take the oath

I
I

2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 15. Cont. OATH OF ABJURATION
I, A.B., do truly and sincerely acknowledge, profess, testify and declare in my
conscience, before God and the world, that our sovereign lady Queen Anne is
lawful and rightful queen of this realm, and of all other her Majesty's dominions
and countries thereunto belonging. And I do solemnly and sincerely declare, that I
do believe in my conscience, that the person pretending to be Prince of Wales,
during the life of the late King James, and since his decease pretending to be and
taking upon himself the style and title of King of England by the name of James
Til, hath not any right or title whatsoever to the crown of this realm, or any other
the dominions thereto belonging, and Ido renounce, refuse, and abjure any
allegiance or obedience to him. And I do swear that I will bear faith and true
allegiance to her majesty Queen Anne, and her will ddend to the utmost of my
power against all traitorous conspiracies and attempts whatsoever, which shall be
made against her person, crown, or dignity. And I will do my best endeavour to
disclose and make known to her majesty, and her successors, all treasons and
traitorous conspiracies, which I shall know to be against her and any of them. And
I do faithfully promise to the utmost of my power to support, maintain, and defend
the limitation and succession of the crown against him the said James, and all
other persons whatsoever, as the same is and stands limited by [those acts settling
the protestant succession of the crown]. And all these things I do plainly and
sincerely acknowledge and swear, according to the express words by me spoken,
and according to the plain and common sense and understanding of the same
words, without any equivocation, mental evasion or secret reservation whatsoever.
And I do make this recognition, acknowledgement, abjuration, renunciation and
promise, heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the true faith of a Christian. So help
me God.
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British Statute 1 Geo I c.l3 (1714):
An Act for the fnrther Security of his Majesty's Person and Government. ..
Sees. 1 and 33. Amends the oaths to refer to King George rather than Queen
Anne, and applies it to Ireland.

CIVIC LIFE
7 Will III c.l5 (1695):
An Act for granting a supply to his Majesty, by raising money by a poll,. ...
Sec.17 and 39. Every person, except women, persons 16 years of age and under,
and those paying only one shilling tax, who fail to take the oath of allegiance and
the declaration against transubstantiation, shall be charged double the tax he
would otherwise pay. And no person shall be a tax commissioner under this act
unless he take the said oaths.
9 Will III c.8 (1697):
An Act for granting a supply to his Majesty, by raising money by a poll
Sec. 4 and 27. All persons, except women, children under 18, and persons paying
no more than 2 shillings tax, who fail to take the oaths of allegiance, abhorrence,
and the declaration against transubstantiation shall pay double the tax that they
otherwise would be charged with.
6 Ann. c. 6 (1707):
An Act to explain ... An Act to prevent Papists being Solicitors
Sec. 5. No papist shall serve on any grand jury unless it shall appear that a
sufficient number of protestants cannot be had for such service. And at all trials
on any presentment, indictment or information on the popery acts, any papist on
the petit jury may be challenged and such challenge shall be allowed.
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 25. Any advowsons of churches, or right of presentation to any ecclesiastical
benefice claimed by papists shall vest in her Majesty until such papist shall
conform.
2 Geo I c.lO (1715):
An Act to Restrain Papists from being High or Petty Constables,. ..
Sec. 7. Although in times ofpeace papists as well as protestants may be
watchmen, yet in times of danger watchmen should be of the protestant religion;
thus whenever it shall seem necessary to the lord lieutenant, or other chief
governor of this kingdom, that the parish watches shall be kept by protestant
watchmen only, warrants shall issue to the several high and petty constables
requiring them to settle protestants, and none other to be watchmen in their
several parishes, and as often as it shall come to the tum of the papists to watch,
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such papists shall provide protestants, to be approved of by one or more justice of
the peace residing within such parish; and for default thereof the said justices are
required to appoint protestants to serve in the stead of sch papists, and to issue
their warrants for the levying by distress and sale of the goods of such papists in
whose turns such protestants shall serve, 12 pence for each night to be paid to
such protestants as shall watch in the turn of such papists.
4 Geo I c.15 (1717):
An Act for the better regulating the town of Gallway (sic) ...
Sec 1. Whereas the protestant interest and security of Connaught depend upon the
fidelity ofthe inhabitants of Galway, yet for several years a design hath been
formed in Galway by the magistrates and governing part of the corporation to
support a popish and discourage the protestant interest; nunneries and other
places ofrefuge for illegal clergy have been connived at; and great numbers of
papists by notorious neglect of the magistrates have been permitted to inhabit the
town, contrary to law; by reason of which a sufficient number ofprotestant
freeholders cannot be found to try offenders against the several acts against
papists, whereby a great number ofpopish priests etc frequently land from
foreign parts and find opportunities to disperse themselves into all other parts of
this kingdom; and whereas the mayor and recorder, have formed a common
council which carries on their evil design, from the 25th day of December 1717,
protestant freeholders residing anywhere in the entire county of Galway may be
called to serve on the juries within the town of Galway.
4 Geo I c.15 (1717):
An Act for the better regulating the town of Gallway (sic) ...
Sec. 5-6. All persons who profess themselves of any trade or handy craft that shall
reside in Galway shall be free of the town and corporation and exempted from
corporation taxes for 7 years from arrival. Provided that no persons are to have the
benefit of their freedoms aforesaid 1mless they have been professed protestants for
7 years or upwards, and shall take the usual oaths of freemen, and also the oaths
of allegiance, and supremacy and abjuration and subscribe the declaration against
transubstantiation.
4 Geo I c.l6 (1717):
An Act for the better regulating the Corporation of the City of Kilkenny,. ..
Sec. 1 Whereas for several years past there has been a design formed to support a
popish and Jacobite interest in the city ofKilkenny in support ofthe pretender
and for the encouragement ofrebellion, in pursuance ofwhich many illegal
practices have been used to procure persons disaffected to the king to be admitted
into the government and offices of the city, to pervert public justice, and
especially to render prosecutions against papists and other enemies to the
government ineffectual, certain named individuals are removed from the
corporation, and other acts are taken against them.
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6 Geo I c.IO (1719):
An Act for the better regulating the Parish Watches, ...
Sec. 5. Whenever it shall seem necessary to the lord lieutenant, or other chief
governor of this kingdom, that the parish watches shall be kept by protestant
watchmen only, warrants shall issue to the several high and petty constables
requiring them to settle protestants, and none other to be watchmen in their
several parishes, and as often as it shall come to the tum of the papists to. watch,
such papists shall provide protestants, to be approved of by one or more justice of
the peace residing within such parish; and for default thereof the said justices are
required to appoint protestants to serve in the stead of sch papists, and to issue
their warrants for the levying by distress and sale of the goods of such papists in
whose turns such protestants shall serve, 12 pence for each night to be paid to
such protestants as shall watch in the tum of such papists
10 Geo Ic.6 (1723):
An Act for explaining and amending ... an Act for real Union and Division of
Parishes; ...
Sec. 2. Whereas by the actof2 Geo I c.14, the consent of the parishioners or the
mqjor part ofthem is necessary to the ordering new churches to be built in more
convenient places, and in divers parishes great numbers ofthe inhabitants are of
the popish religion, who by refusing to consent to the building new churches,
greatly obstruct the execution ofthe said act, the consent of the protestant
parishioners of such parish shall be a sufficient consent.
12 Geo I c.9 (1725):
An Act for the more effectual erecting and better regulating of Free Schools,
Sec. 7-8: For preventing papists having it in their power to obstruct the
rebuilding and repairing churches for divine worship, no inhabitant of any parish
being a papist, shall be capable of giving their vote at any vestry to be held for the
purposes aforesaid. Such money as shall be agreed upon for building and repairing
of churches shall be levied by warrant under the hands of two justices of the peace
by the church wardens, by distress and sale of the goods of the persons refusing or
neglecting to pay the sums applotted on them.

9 Geo II ch 3 (1735):
An Act for the better regulating of Juries
Sec I and I2. No person shall serve on a jury in the Four Courts or before a justice
of the peace or of assize (except in cities and towns) who shall not have a freehold
of value of 5 pounds per year, or, being protestant, shall not be possessed of a
lease of which not less than I 0 years remains, or of 61 years on which a profit rent
of not less than IS pounds per year shall accrue to the lessee. Nothing in this act
shall qualifY any person of the popish religion to serve on a jury which any other
act renders him incapable of so serving.
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11 Geo II c.7 (1737):
An Act for ... preventing the Enlisting of His Majesty's Subjects to serve as
Soldiers in foreign Service ...
Sec. 3. No papist or reputed papist may serve as a juror upon the trial of any
offender against this act (which forbids on pain of death the enlisting or inducing
enlistment in any foreign army.)
21 Geoiic.10(1747):
An Act to amend and make more effectual ... an Act for the better regulating
Elections of Members to serve in Parliament ...
Sec. 8. Whereas many towns corporate, not being cities, have been obliged for
want ofprotestant inhabitants resident within such towns, to elect non-residents
into the corporate offices, despite the letter of their respective charters, causing
controversies whereby the peace and good government of such corporations may
be interrupted, it shall be made lawful for du1y elected persons to hold such
offices as if they were residents.
29 Geo II c.6 (1755):
An Act for better regulating Juries.
Sec. 1. No person shall be qualified to serve as a juror that shall not be seized of a
freehold of a yearly value of 10 pouods, or if a protestant only, possess a leasehold
of which 15 years or more is uoexpired, or leases of 61 years or more with a clear
profit rent of not less than 15 pouods
29 Geo II c.6 (1755):
An Act for better regulating Juries.
Sec. 12. No papist may serve on aoy jury in the trial of any suit between a
protestaot aod a papist, aod any challenge to such a juror being papist shall be
allowed.

CLERGY AND SCHOOLMASTERS
9 Will lli c.1 (1697):
An Act for banishing all papists exercising any ecclesiastical jurisdiction and
all regulars of the popish clergy ...
Sec. 1. Whereas it is notoriously known, that the late rebellions in this kingdom
have been promoted by popish bishops and other ecclesiastical persons of the
popish religion, and forasmuch as the peace and pub lick safety of this kingdom is
in danger by the great number ofsaid the clergy now residing here, and settling
in fraternities contrary to law, and to the great impoverishing ofhis Majesty's
subjects who are forced to maintain them, and said the clergy do not only
endeavour to withdraw his Majesty's subjects from their obedience, but do daily
stir up and move sedition and rebellion , all popish archbishops, bishops, vicars-
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general, deans, jesuits, monks, friars, and all other regular popish clergy shall
depart out of this kingdom before the 1st day of May, 1698, and if any of said
ecclesiastical persons shall after that day be in this kingdom, they shall suffer
imprisonment, and remain in prison until transported out of his Majesty's
dominions, wherever his Majesty or the chief govemors of this kingdom shall see
fit, and if any person so transported shall retum, he shall be guilty of high treason.
9 Will III c.l (1697):
An Act for banishing all papists exercising any ecclesiastical jurisdiction and
all regulars of the popish clergy ...
Sec. 2. All such popish clergy shall before the l st day of May repair to certain
named seaports to await transportation into some parts beyond the sea, giving
their names to the mayor who shall make a list and with the collector of the port,
assist in the transporting of such clergy.
9 Will III c.l (1697):
An Act for banishing all papists exercising any ecclesiastical jurisdiction and
all regulars ofthe popish clergy ...
Sec. 3. After the 29th day of December, 1697, such popish clergy as enter this
kingdom shall suffer twelve months imprisonment, and then transportation; upon
retum after transportation, they shall be guilty of high treason.
9 Will III c.l (1697):
An Act for banishing all papists exercising any ecclesiastical jurisdiction and
all regulars of the popish clergy ...
Sec. 4-5. Anyone who shall knowingly harbour such popish clergy shall for the
first offence forfeit 20 pounds, for the second offence, double that sum, and for
the third offence, shall forfeit all his lands during his life, and also his goods and
chattels, one half to his Majesty, one half (not to exceed 100 pounds) to the
informer.
9 Will III c. I (1697)
An Act for banishing all papists exercising any ecclesiastical jurisdiction and
all regulars ofthe popish clergy ...
Sec. 8-10. Every justice of the peace, shall from time to time issue their warrants
for apprehending such popish clergy, and for suppressing all monasteries or other
popish fratemities or societies, and give accounts of the same. Any justice of the
peace, mayor, or other officer who shall neglect their duty to execute this act shall
forfeit l 00 pounds for each such neglect, one half to his Majesty, one half to the
informer, and be disabled from serving as justice of the peace during his life.

2 Ann c.3 (1703):
An Act to prevent Popish Priests from coming into this Kingdom
Sec. 1. Whereas great numbers ofPopish bishops, deans, .fryers, jesuits, and other
regulars of the popish clergy come into this kingdom .from France, Spain, and
other foreign parts, under the disguise of being Popish secular priests, with intent
to stir up her Majesty's Popish subjects to rebellion, and for that sufficient proof
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to convict them cannot be had, they have hitherto remained in this kingdom
contrary to law, to the great prejudice of her Majesty's Protestant subjects and to
the hazard of the pub lick peace, every clergyman of the popish religion who shall
come into this kingdom and every person who shall knowingly conceal the same,
shall be liable to such penalties, forfeitures, and punishments as is imposed on
popish bishops etc. by the act of 9 Will III c.1.

2 Ann c. 3; (1703):
An Act to prevent Popish Priests from coming into this Kingdom
Sec. 2. Any person who shall knowingly harbour such clergyman of the popish
religion shall be liable to such penalties as are imposed on the harbourers of
popish regulars.
2 Ann c. 3: (1703)
An Act to prevent Popish Priests from coming into this Kingdom
Sec. 3-4. Justices of the peace, mayors etc are enjoined to use utmost diligence in
apprehending such popish priests; neglect of this duty to be punished by a
forfeiture of 100 pounds, one half to the Queen, the other to the informer.
Jurisdiction over returned priests shall be in such county wherein they shall be
taken or in any county where her Majesty shall appoint.
2Annc.7 (1703):
An Act for registering the Popish Clergy
Sec. 1. Whereas two acts lately made for banishing all regulars of the Popish
clergy out of this kingdom and to prevent Popish priests from coming into the
same may be wholly eluded, unless the government be truly informed of the
number ofsuch dangerous persons as still reside among us, all popish priests now
in this kingdom shall after 24 June, 1704 register at the next quarter sessions, with
their name, age, the parish of which he pretends to be popish priest, the time and
place of receiving popish orders, and from whom received, and give two.sureties
of fifty pounds for peaceable behaviour and not remove to any other part of the
kingdom.
And all popish priests who shall not so register shall be committed to the common
gaol till they be transported.
2 Ann. c. 7: (1703)
An Act for registering the Popish Clergy
Sec. 1 cont .. All popish priests being so convicted shall be transported out of this
kingdom, and shall incur the same penalties upon returning as popish bishops and
regulars, by the Act of 9 Will. III, ch 26. Clerks of the peace are to transmit
returns of such registrations, or forfeit 10 pounds.
2 Ann c.7 (1703):
An Act for registering the Popish Clergy
Sec. 2. Every popish priest who shall convert and conform to the Church of
Ireland as by law established shall have 20 pounds yearly for their maintenance
and till they are otherwise provided for, said money to be levied on the inhabitants
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of such county or city or town where such converted priest did last officiate.
And such converts shall publickly read the liturgy of the Church of Ireland in the
English or Irish tongue, in such places as the archbishop or bishop of that diocese
shall appoint.
2 Ann c.7 (1703):
An Act for registering the Popish Clergy
Sec. 3. No popish priest shall have any popish curate. Every popish priest that
shall neglect to register shall depart out of this kingdom before the 20th of July,
1704, and any remaining shall be esteemed a popish regular clergyman, and
prosecuted as such.
4 Ann c.2 (1705):
An Act to explain and amend an Act, intituled An Act for registering the
popish clergy
Sec. 1. Whereas two acts lately made for banishing popish clergy do not extend to
the great numbers ofpopish priests as have been ordained in this kingdom since
the time appointed for registering the popish clergy, if any popish priest shall after
the 24th day of June 1705 be found in this kingdom other than those priests who
shall have registered, shall be liable to the penalties imposed on popish bishops
and regulars.
4 Ann c.2 (1705):
An Act to explain and amend an Act, intituled An Act for registering the
popish clergy
Sec. 2. Any persons who knowingly harbour such unregistered popish clergymen
shall be liable to the penalties imposed on concealers of popish bishops and
regulars.
4 Ann c.2 (1705):
An Act to explain and amend an Act, intituled An Act for registering the
popish clergy
Sec. 4. Any mayor, justice of the peace or other officer who shall neglect to
execute this Act shall forfeit 50 pounds, one half to the Queen, one half to the
informer.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec 17. The acts of 2 Ann c.3 and 4 Ann c.2 requiring the registration of popish
clergy, are hereby made perpetual.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 18. The annual maintenance for converted priests is raised to 30 pounds
yearly, to be levied on the inhabitants of such county where such converted priest
did last reside, and requires them to not only read the common prayer or liturgy of
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the Church of Ireland, but also to preach weekly in the English or Irish tongue as
the bishop shall direct.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 19. Every popish priest which keeps a curate shall lose the benefit of being
registered, and he and his popish curate shall be prosecuted as popish regulars.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 20. For discovering, so to lead to the apprehension and conviction of any
popish archbishop, bishop, vicar general, jesuit, monk, or other person exercising
foreign ecclesiastical jurisdiction, a reward of 50 pounds, and 20 pounds for each
regular clergyman or non-registered secular clergyman so discovered, and 10
pounds for each popish schoolmaster, usher or assistant; said reward to be levied
on the popish inhabitants of the county where found.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 22. All registered popish priests shall take the oath of abjuration before the
25th of March, 1710, orincur the penalties as a popish regular.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 25. No popish priest shall officiate anywhere but in the parish where he
officiated at the time of registration, without incurring the penalties as a popish
regular
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 31-33. Any papist clergy or schoolmaster liable to transportation under these
Acts shall within three months be transported to the common gaol of the next
seaport town, to remain until transported. If any merchant freighting any ship
outward bound for any port not within the kingdoms of Great Britain or Ireland
refuse to take such papists, not exceeding five per ship, if required by the chief
magistrate, the collector of customs shall not discharge such ship until such
merchant shall consent to receive and transport such papists. Such merchant shall
receive 5 pounds for the transportation of every such person to any part of the
West Indies not being subject to her Majesty, and 3 pounds to Europe, and shall
enter into a recognizance in the amount of 50 pounds that he shall transport such
papist outside of her Majesty's dominions. If any such papist shall be found in this
kingdom out of the custody of the said merchant or ships master, he shall suffer
the penalties of such regular clergyman who hath been banished and returned
again.
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31 Geo II c.9 (1759):
An Act for reviving, continuing, and amending several temporary Statutes
Sec. 1 The act of 8 Ann c.3 so far as it relates to the encouragement to popish
priests becoming protestants, shall be revived and continued in force for 11 years.

"PROTESTANT'' DEFINED
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 15. No person shall benefit from this act as a protestant unless he shall
conform to the Church of Ireland as by taw established, and subscribe to the
declaration against transubstantiation and the oath of abjuration.
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 11. No persons who have turned from the popish to the protestant religion
shall be deemed to be protestant or take benefit thereby unless such persons shall
within 6 months of declaring themselves protestant, receive the sacrament of the
Lord's Supper according to the usage of the Church of Ireland, and make the
declaration against transubstantiation, and shall take the oath of abjuration, and
shall file in the high court of chancery, certificates thereof.

6 Geo I c.6 (1719):
An Act to prevent Delays in Writs of Error, and for the further Amendments
oftheLaw
Sec. 16. Whereas some doubt hath arisen whether the children ofpopish parents
who by the permission of their parents have been bred protestants are to be
reckoned as protestants, or converts, all children of popish parents who have been
brought up in the protestant religion from the age of 12 and have received the
Lord's Supper in the Church of Ireland by Law established, shall be deemed
protestants and enjoy all the rights and privileges of protestants ..
6 George I c. 6 (1719):
An Act to prevent Delays in Writs of Error, and for the further Amendments
oftheLaw
Sec. 17. Provided if such children after age 18 declare themselves of the
communion of the Church of Rome, or be present at Matins or Vespers, they shall
be liable to such penalties as converted papists relapsing to popery.
1 Geo II c.20 (1727):
An Act for Regulating the Admissions of Barristers at Law . ...
Sec. 2. Every person who shall be called to the bar, etc. who shall be converted
from the popish to the protestant religion, shall educate in the protestant religion
according to the Church of Ireland as by law established, all their children under
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the age of fourteen years. And all converts from the popish to the protestant
religion shall in like marmer educate all their children who at the time of their
conversion shall be under the age of 14 years.
1 Geo ll c.20 (1727):
An Act for Regulating the Admissions of Barristers at Law
Sec. 3. Any convert from the popish to the protestant religion _who shall after the
time oftheir conversion, permit their children to be educated m the popish
religion shall be liable to all the disabilities of papists.
1 Geo II c.20 (1727):
An Act for Regulating the Admissions of Barristers at Law
Sec. 5. If any protestant permit his children under the age of 14 years to be
educated in the popish religion, such protestant shall be subject to all the
disabilities of papists.

13 Geo ll c.6 (1739):

An Act to explain, amend , and make more effectual an Act ... disarmiu
Papists.
Se~. 16 .. All persons professing the protes~t relig_io~ who shall educate any of
their children under the age of 14 in the pop1sh rehg10n, shall be deemed a papist
for the purposes of this act.

LAND
7.001
English Statute 1 Aun c.26 (1702):
An Act for the Relief of the Protestant Purchasers of the forfeited Estates in
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7.002
English Statute 1 Ann c.26 (1702):
An Act for the Relief of the Protestant Purchasers of the forfeited Estates in
Ireland
Sec. 8: Such papist shall also be disabled to purchase any of the forfeited
premises, and all estates ·and interests in the premises for the benefit of such
person shall be void.
7.003
English Statute l Ann c.26 (1702):
An Act for the Relief of the Protestant Purchasers of the forfeited Estates in
Ireland
Sec. 9. All leases of the said forfeited estates shall be made to such persons only
as are of the protestant religion, and any lease made to or in trust for any papist
shall be void, and both the person making such lease and the person for whose
benefit the lease shall be made, shall forfeit treble the yearly value of the lands,
one half to her Majesty, the other to such protestant who will sue for the same.
7.004
English Statute I Ann c.26 (1702):
An Act for the Relief of the Protestant Purchasers of the forfeited Estates in
Ireland
Sec. 10. Nothing in this act shall make void any lease of any cottage or cabin
under the yearly value of 30 shillings to any day-labourer.
7.005
English Statute 1 Ann c. 26 (1702):
An Act for the Relief of the Protestant Purchasers of the forfeited Estates in
Ireland
Sec. 15. No papist, during the time of his professing the popish religion, shall be
capable to inherit, take or enjoy any other forfeited estates or interest therein, and
if any person educated in the popish religion, or professing the same, shall not,
within 6 months after the accruing of his title, or of attaining the age of 18, take
the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, and the declaration against
transubstantiation in the courts of Chancery or Kings-bench in England or Ireland,
or in the quarter-sessions where such person shall reside, and continue to be a
protestants, such person in respect of himself only, and not his heirs or posterity,
shall be disabled to inherit or take any of the premises, or any trust or interest in
the same, and during the life of such person, or until he shall take the oaths etc.,
the next of kindred who shall be a protestant, shall enjoy the premises.
7.006
English Statute 1 Ann c.26 (I 702):
An Act for the Relief of the Protestant Purchasers of the forfeited Estates in
Ireland
Sec. 16-17. All leases of any of the premises shall be made to protestants and none
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other, and any lease made to or in trust for any papist shall be void, and both the
person making such lease and the person for whose benefit the lease shall be
made, shall forfeit treble the yearly value of the lands, one half to her Majesty, the
other half to such protestant who will sue for the same. Same proviso excepting
cottages.
7.007
English Statute 1 Ann c.26 (1702):
An Act for the Relief of the Protestant Purchasers of the forfeited Estates in
Ireland
Sec. 20. In all acts which have passed this session of parliament relating to the
forfeited estates in Ireland, which injoin the taking the oaths of allegiance, the
person injoined to take oaths of allegiance, shall be obliged at the same time to
take the oath of supremacy, under the like penalties.
7.008
English Statute 1 Ann c.26 (1702):
An Act for the Relief of the Protestant Purchasers of the forfeited Estates in
Ireland
Sec. 21. There shall not be let with any cabin or cottage to any day labourer (as by
any act of this session relating to the forfeited estates in Ireland is permitted)
above 2 acres of land, and not above one cottage or cabin with such land to any
one day-labourer. Or such lease will be void, and both the person making and the
person taking such lease, or occupying such cottage or lands, shall forfeit treble
the yearly value, to be recovered and distributed as any other penalties by the said
acts.
7.01
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent tht: further Growth of Popery
Sec. 6. Every papist shall be disabled to purchase any lands, or any rents or profits
of lands, or any lease of lands, other than for a term not exceeding 31 years,
whereon a rent not less than two thirds of the improved yearly value, at the time of
making such lease, shall be reserved during such term.
And all estates or terms or other interests acquired after the 24th of March, 1703,
other than such 31-year leases, by or on behalf of papists, shall be void.
7.02
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 7. No papist shall inherit or take any other interests in land owned by a
Protestant, unless the papist shall conform to the protestant religion within six
months of the time at which he would be entitled to said lands. But during the life
of such papist the nearest protestant relation shall enjoy such land without being
accountable for the profits, subject only to charges for the maintenance of the
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children of such disabled papist as the chancellor shall
reach the age of 18.
see fit to allow until they
7.021
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 8. Provided that if any papist that would be entitl d 0
this act, or the disability of another papist, shall after:
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7.03
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 9. Provided that the protestant wife of such disabled
.
dower and thirds as at common law.
paptst shall have her
7.04
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. _1 0. A~! lands owned by a papist, and not sold durin . . .
constderatton, really and bona fide paid, shall descend . g hts hf~tJme for valuable
of his sons, share and share alike, and not to the eld t m gavelkind, that is to all
to all his daughters, and lacking issue, to all kin of t~s son. only, and lacking sons,
degree, etc.; notwithstanding any grant, settlement 0 elapts~·~ father in equal
papist, by will or otherwise, subject however to all d:b~:postt~on made by such
charging such estate.
and mcumbrances
7.05
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to pr~vent the fu~her Growth of Popery
Sec. 11. Provtded such paptst may charge his estate with
and portions for his daughters.
reasonable maintenances
7.06
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the furthe~ Growth of Popery
Sec. 12. If the eldest son or heu at law of a papist be
decease of such papist, the lands of the papist shall da protestant at the time of the
.
.
escend t0 th ld
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And if that eldest son or heir at law become a protestant Wtthm
. . one year after the
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decease of such papist, he shall be entitled to the real estate of such papist, as he
might have done had he been a protestant at the time of such papist's decease.
And the estate shall be chargeable with such sums for the maintenance and
portions of the daughters and younger sons of such papist as the court of chancery
shall appoint, not to exceed the value of one third of the estate.
7.061
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 13. Provided that such lands, during such time as any protestant shall be
seized thereof in fee-simple or fee-tail, shall from such protestant be descendable
according to the rules of the common law.
7.07
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 14. All debts and incumbrances that a papist may contract to encumber his
real estate must be publicly recorded in the court of exchequer within six months
after the making thereof, or the same shall not encumber the estate during such
time as it shall belong to a protestant.
7.08
2 Ann c.6 (1703):
An Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 23 and 28. No papists shall take or purchase any house or tenement or inhabit
the cities of Limerick and Galway, or the suburbs thereof, and all papists now
inhabiting said cities or suburbs, shall before the 24th of March next ensuing
before the chief magistrate become bound to her Majesty with two sufficient
sureties, in a reasonable penal sum to be set by the chief magistrate, sheriff or
recorder, with condition of faithfully bearing himself toward her Majesty, and in
default of giving such security, such papists shall depart from the said city before
the 24th of March, 1705. Provided that seamen, fishermen, and day labourers in
houses worth 40 shillings a year or less are excepted.
7.09
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 1. Whereas the prior Act has been eluded by making ofsettlements on papists
by granting annuities for lives, and by perfecting collateral securities for
performing the covenants in such deeds ofannuity, under pretence that annuities,
being only personal and not real inheritance, are not comprehended under said
act, no papist shall be capable to receive any annuities chargeable on or affecting
any lands etc., and all securities for such annuities as they affect lands of such
papist, shall be void.

~
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7.10
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 2. Provided any papist to whom such annuity may be granted may execute for
the same upon the person or personal estate of the grantor.
7.11
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 6- 8. All settlements and other conveyances made since the 1st of January
1703 of any lands etc. by papists whereby any protestant is barred from any estate
in reversion or remainder shall be void, unless such conveyance or mortgage shall
be to a protestant for full and valuable consideration really and bona fide made.
Provided every protestant whose remainder or reversion is protected by this
section 6 shall have the right of redemption of all such mortgages.
7.12
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 9. The clause of 2 Ann c.6, sec.l 0 commonly called the gavelling clause,
shall be adjudged to take effect from the first day of that session of parliament,
and all settlements, sales and other conveyances by any papist of any lands etc. to
elude the said act shall be void.
7.121
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 10. Nothing herein contained shall extend to any lands aliened or disposed of
between 21 September 1703 and 25 March 1704 for valuable consideration of
marriage or money bona fide paid, or for reasonable maintenances and portions
charged for daughters and younger children.
7.13
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 27. All collateral and other securities to cover, secure, or make good any
conveyance ofland or lease contrary to 2 Ann c.6 are void as to any papist
purchaser or purchaser in trust for any papist.
And any such lands and securities may be sued for in law or equity by any
protestant informer whatsoever, who upon proof that the conveyance or lease was
contrary to law, shall recover possession thereunder and enjoy the lands according
to whatever estate or interest the papist would have had, and subject to such rents
and incumbrances as the same would have been subject to, had such papist been
qualified to purchase and enjoy the same.
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7.14
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 28. Purchases, leases, mortgages, etc. by papists who have become
protestants and fulfilled the requirements of the law, including educating their
children as protestants, by 25 December, 1709, shall be considered as good as
though such papists were protestant at the time of the conveyance, except for
forfeited estates divested out of the trustees and vested in others by private acts of
parliament.
7.141
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 29. Nothing herein shall extend to weaken any estate of any bona fide
protestant purchaser for value from any person who has purchased in trust for any
papist.
7.15
8 Ann c.3 (1709):
An Act for explaining ... an Act to Prevent the further Growth of Popery
Sec. 30. Any protestant may prefer a bill in the court of chancery or exchequer
against any persons concerned in the sale, lease, mortgage, or incumbrance of
lands to papists, or in trust for papists, and to compel such person to discover such
trusts and to answer all matters relating thereto to which bill no plea or demurrer
shall be allowed, but the defendant shall answer the same nnder oath, which
answer shall be good evidence against such defendant.
And all issues to be tried under this Act shall be tried by none but known
protestants.
19 Geo II c.7 (1745):
An Act for the more effectual preventing his Majesty's Subjects from
entering into foreign Service, ...
Sec. 1. Any subject of the kingdom oflreland who shall, after the eighth day of
October 1745, serve in the military of the King of France or Spain shall after the
25th day of March be disabled from holding or acquiring any lands or money or
personal property or interest in the same, which real or personal estate may be
sued for and recovered by any Protestant informer in the manner provided by the
statute of 8 Anne c3.
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Number 22 of 1948
The Republic oflreland Act, 1948
An act to repeal the Executive Authority (external relations) Act
1936, to declare that the description of the state shall be the Republic
ofIreland, and to enable the President to exercise the executive
power of any executive function of the state in or in connection with
8
its external relations. (21 December, 1948/

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:1 The Executive Authority (External Relations) Act 1936 (No.58 of
1936) is hereby repealed.
2 It is hereby declared that the description ofthe State shall be the
Republic oflreland.
3 The President, on the authority and on the advice ofthe
Government, may exercise the executive power or any executive
function of the State in or in connection with its external relations.
4 This Act shall come into operation on such day as the Government
may by order appoint.
5 This Act may be cited as The Republic oflreland Act, 1948.

"Republic of Ireland Act 1948." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. 12 Dec 2008,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?titte~Republic of Ireland Act 1948&oldid~266495369>
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